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By State Rep. Jonathan Carroll
I hope everyone is well and doing his/her part 
to slow the curve and help stop the spread 
of the COVID-19 virus. When I must leave 
my home, I’m very happy to see that almost 
everyone is respecting what’s being asked, and 
it appears these efforts are bending the curve.  
 
In this time of crisis, it is great that we have strong 
Democratic leadership in our state—people who 
believe in science and medical professionals. 
We’re very lucky to have a strong governor who 
is putting the health and safety of everyone ahead 
of an agenda. Instead of waiting for help from an 
unprepared administration, Governor Pritzker has 
shown incredible leadership and resourcefulness as 
we face the biggest healthcare crisis in our lifetime.
 
As one of your state legislators, I am very proud 
and fully supportive of the Governor’s efforts. 
His staff is working 24/7 to make sure we have 

the right resources available. There have been no 
easy answers or decisions through this process, 
but we have the right people in charge.
 
While we have much bigger concerns, I wanted to 
thank everyone who voted for me as a delegate for 
Vice President Joe Biden. It really means a lot to 
me that you have faith in my abilities to serve our 
community. I feel the Vice President is the best 
choice for our country and will bring dignity and 
leadership back to the Oval Office. If this crisis 
has taught us anything, it’s that Donald Trump’s 
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record of failures continues, and we’re in desperate 
need of Biden’s proven record of leadership and 
putting people first.
 
We’ve seen our party leaders get behind Biden. It is 
time for all Democrats to put our differences aside 
and do whatever we’re able to do to elect Biden. The 
Vice President has been a voice of comfort during 
these challenging times. It is now time for all of us 
to give the Vice President our full support.
 
This will be a very challenging election. Our 
local efforts in 2018 to elect Democrats like Sean 
Casten and Lauren Underwood came from strong 
grassroots efforts. The passion from our volunteers 
helped us flip traditional Republican areas. We 
turned Lake County a beautiful shade of blue. We 
outworked the Republicans. We showed how great 
we can be when we come together and work toward 
a single goal.
 
No one can predict what this election will look like or 
what a campaign will look like. But what I do know 
is that when we come together, we win. In the next 
few weeks and months, all Democratic candidates 
will need your help. If you’re able, please do what 
you can. Most importantly, if you have friends and/
or family in battleground states, encourage them to 
get involved. Our mission became obvious when 
Trump took the Oath of Office; now let’s finish the 
job and get the worst president ever out of the Oval 
Office.
 
May G-d bless you and keep you and everyone safe 
during these challenging times.

University’s “Let’s Talk Politics.” We had a terrific 
conversation with Democratic candidate for 
Lake County State’s Attorney Eric Rinehart, 
Democratic candidate for Lake County Coroner 
Jennifer Banek, and Democratic candidate 
for State Representative (District 64) Leslie 
Armstrong McLeod, as well as Kristina Zahorik 
(State Central Committeewoman and Chair of the 
Illinois Democratic County Chairs’ Association). 
It was great to see familiar faces and new ones, 
even if only on a computer screen. There’s so much 
energy for November’s election—let’s work to win 
every race in every part of our area and beyond!

(Continued)

TDU Hosts Let’s Talk TDU Hosts Let’s Talk 
Politics “in” Antioch and Politics “in” Antioch and 

Grant TownshipsGrant Townships
Thanks to everyone who joined co-hosts Antioch 
Township Democrats, Grant Township Democrats, 
and Tenth Dems for our latest edition of Tenth Dems 

Election 2020: Let Our Election 2020: Let Our 
Mail-in Ballots CountMail-in Ballots Count

By Amy Burke Shriberg
For many years, Republicans have used any means 
available to decrease voter turnout. Most recently, 
they’ve targeted absentee voting because, as it 
happens, voting by mail may turn out to be the 
only way to ensure a fair election this November if 
it is too dangerous to hold in-person voting.

Republicans have worked relentlessly for decades 
nationwide through state governments, state 
courts, and finally, through the U.S. Supreme 
Court to disenfranchise many Americans. As part 
of their mission, they attack seemingly benign 
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methods of voting, including voting by mail (also 
known as absentee voting). President Trump 
said in April, “I think mail-in voting is horrible. 
It’s corrupt.” Keep in mind, he voted by mail in 
the Florida primary. Trump even went further to 
reveal more than most Republicans usually do by 
tweeting that voting by mail has a “tremendous 
potential for voter fraud, and for whatever reason, 
doesn’t work out well for Republicans.” 

While there’s actually no evidence that voting by 
mail helps Democrats more than Republicans, 
Trump is giving voice to a tried and true 
Republican strategy, namely to make it as difficult 
as possible for Americans to vote. Why? They 
do this because, as political scientists have long 
established, Republicans do better when fewer 
people vote while Democrats do better when 
more people cast ballots.

The good news is that most states already allow 
for some type of voting by mail. However, the 
rules vary significantly across the 50 states. Our 
federal system places state and local governments 
in control of the electoral system, the very system 
through which we elect members of Congress and 
the president. It also means states and localities 
fund elections as well. 

According to the Brennan Center for Justice, “local 
election jurisdictions bear the heaviest burden of 
protecting voters and workers during the election. 
In two of the states we examined, local governments 
must cover over 90 percent of the costs needed to 
ensure safe and secure elections this year.” This is 
expensive for localities to begin with, but the price 
skyrockets when you add in paying to make voting 
safe during a possible second COVID wave. Doing 
so will require, for instance, personal protective 
equipment (PPE) for poll workers and volunteers, 
additional staff, disinfectants, postage for millions 
of additional mail-in ballots, and more. This, at a 
time when states and local governments already 
face mounting debt from dealing with the failed 
federal response to the pandemic.

It’s quite obvious that Congress must cover a 
significant amount of Election 2020’s expenses if 
it is to be a free, fair, and safe election. “Without 
funding from the federal government, there is 
little chance that state and local governments 
can shoulder the financial burden,” the Brennan 
Center reported. Democrats in Congress have 
fought for stimulus money for elections, but 
Republicans have prevented the inclusion of 
anything near adequate for the cause.  

At the same time, Republicans are mounting a new 
campaign of assaults aimed at absentee ballots. 
While their criticism of voting by mail isn’t new, 
their attacks have intensified as it’s become clear 
that using mail-in ballots may be the safest, sanest 
way for Americans to vote on November 3rd. While 
there’s no evidence that voting by mail hurts their 
electoral chances, Republicans are likely to fight 
aggressively against the widespread use of mail-
in ballots this fall since sending ballots through 
the mail may be the only way that millions will 
vote. We should expect ongoing, vigorous claims 
that expanding absentee voting opens the door to 
fraud, such as this gem from Republican National 
Committee Chairwoman Ronna McDaniel: “The 
Democrats’ all-mail ballots proposal is a ruse to 
legalize ballot harvesting nationwide. Any person 
would be allowed to return an unlimited number 
of absentee ballots for voters, opening the door 
for political operatives to deliver ballots in bulk.” 
This is actually bonkers. Voting by mail is safe and 
secure.  

There’s a long history associated with absentee 
ballots. After all, members of the military have 
been voting by mail since at least the Civil War. 
Over the years, the military has simplified the 
process, enabling members of the military to vote 
easily and securely in all manner of local, state, 
and national elections. Indeed, “it is easier to vote 
from overseas than in the U.S. in a lot of ways,” said 
Susan Dzieduszycka-Suinat, the president and 
CEO of the U.S. Vote Foundation and Overseas 

(Continued)
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Vote Initiative, as reported by NBC News.

In fact, millions of Americans make use of absentee 
ballots. “Since 2000 more than 250 million votes 
have been cast via mailed-out ballots, in all 50 
states, according to the Vote at Home Institute. In 
2018, more than 31 million Americans cast their 
ballots by mail, about 25.8 percent of election 
participants,” according to the Brennan Center, all 
cast with “infinitesimally small” rates of voter fraud. 

The good news, again, is that many states are used to 
handling mail-in ballots, and the process is known 
to be secure and fair and unlikely to favor either 
party. The bad news is that states are unprepared for 
the enormous numbers of absentee ballots needed 
to handle a presidential election, and not just any 
election, perhaps the most significant presidential 
election in our nation’s history. Think about the 
sheer numbers of ballots, envelopes (ideally with 
postage paid), instructions (in multiple languages), 
poll workers to process them, etc. … and you get a 
small idea of the logistical challenge this poses.

In addition, voting by mail also necessitates a 
well-funded and functional postal service, and as 
we know, Trump detests the U.S. Postal Service. 
Fueled significantly by his hatred of Jeff Bezos, 
CEO of Amazon and owner of The Washington 
Post, Trump has long sought much higher prices 
for package delivery. How might this impact the 
election? Well, on top of everything else that has 
gone wrong, just in time for Election 2020, “the 
USPS Board of Governors is [now] dominated by 
Trump appointees, and they just picked one of the 
Republican Party’s top fundraisers to run the Postal 
Service,” according to The Washington Post. Add 
to that an ongoing pandemic, partisan wrangling, 
and a vastly underfunded electoral apparatus, and 
a clearer picture emerges of the chaos coming our 
way.

Already this spring, 15 states have delayed their 
primary, and New York’s primary may not happen. 
Some, including Democratic presidential candidate 
Joe Biden, are concerned that Trump may try to 
delay the election. “Mark my words, I think he is 

going to try to kick back the election somehow, 
come up with some rationale why it can’t be held,” 
Biden said recently.  

Under the best of circumstances, preparing 
for Election 2020 will unfold during strange 
circumstances and under duress. We need look no 
further than Wisconsin’s presidential primary on 
April 7th to see how that works. To exercise their 
right to vote, Wisconsin residents literally risked 
exposure to the novel coronavirus, and in the weeks 
since, there have been at least some new infections 
that could be a result of the election.

Moreover, in the days leading up to Wisconsin’s 
primary, a federal court prevented Democrats in 
the state from delaying the primary but allowed 
more time for mail-in ballots to be returned. On the 
Monday before the election, the state’s Democratic 
governor, Tony Evers, issued an executive order to 
delay the primary, a move the Republican-controlled 
legislature contested immediately. In response, the 
Wisconsin Supreme Court’s conservative majority 
tossed out the governor’s order. That same day, in 
a separate case, the U.S. Supreme Court ruled that 
voters in Wisconsin would not be allowed extra 
time to turn in their absentee ballots. 

“That the U.S. Supreme Court—in a 5-4, party-
line decision—would bless aggressive voter 
disenfranchisement methods during a pandemic 
that will force citizens to decide between their 
health and their right to vote portends poorly for 
November, when Democracy will again face the 
dual threat of a pandemic and a Republican Party 
that’s willing to subvert voters’ will to retain power,” 
David Daley explained in Rolling Stone.

Let that sink in for a moment: The highest court 
in the land, the world’s leading arbiter of the rule 
of law, would not give voters extra time to return 
their ballots amidst a pandemic. In addition, if 
mail-in balloting occurs alongside voting in person 
on November 3rd, we can expect nationally what 
voters experienced throughout Wisconsin on April 
7th when those who braved infection stood in long 

(Continued)
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lines, many for hours, to cast ballots. “In Waukesha,” 
on Election Day as Daley reported, “local TV news 
showed horrifying images of long lines stretched 
outside the city’s only open polling site. [There] were 
lines in Milwaukee at just 7:30 a.m., citizens in masks, 
social distancing as best as they can.” In Milwaukee, 
only 5 precincts of 180 were open because poll workers 
opted, rationally, to stay home.  

In spite of all that, voters turned out in large enough 
numbers to deliver key victories to Democrats. 
However, we cannot count on that happening in 
November as the ongoing pandemic threatens to cast a 
large shadow over Election Day 2020. Nobody knows 
with any certainty how the rest of the year will unfold. 
What we know for sure is the novel coronavirus will 
remain on the scene at a time when the ability to vote in 
the United States, the world’s most famous democracy, 
is already more difficult than most Americans realize. 

According to a 2019 Carnegie Corporation report, 
there are 11 common ways votes are suppressed, 
chief among these are restrictive Voter I.D. laws, 
fewer polling places in densely populated and diverse 
areas, reduced funding for poll workers and voting 
machines, purging voter rolls of registered voters, and 
generally restricting opportunities to vote by closing 
polls early on Election Day, limiting early voting, and 
encouraging local officials not to count provisional 
ballots. 

Indeed, if you look back at the three key states 
(Wisconsin, Michigan, and Pennsylvania) that 
handed the White House to Donald Trump in 
2016, you find states where Republican legislators, 
governors, and/or judges, successfully kept many 
who wanted to vote from doing so. Republicans in 
those states, and others, enacted measures designed 
to make it harder for likely Democratic voters to 
vote. On the other hand, legislators in blue states, 
like Illinois, have made it easier for people to vote by, 
for example, extending early voting, eliminating the 
need to have a qualifying reason to request a mail-in 
ballot, and more recently, allowing for Election Day 
voter registration. 

This is a pattern repeated across the country. Red 
states enact roadblocks to voting, and blue states aim 
to make it as easy as possible for eligible voters to vote. 
While defending the right to vote shouldn’t be a fight 
we need to have, it is a fight worth having because 
democracy depends upon it. 

Scott Olson | Getty Images

Mike de Sisti | Reuters



6

Bernie’s Endorsement of Bernie’s Endorsement of 
Joe BidenJoe Biden

By Ron Schwartz

More than four months before the Democratic 
National Convention, Senator Bernie Sanders made 
an unqualified endorsement of Vice President Joe 
Biden for President. Sanders’ endorsement of Biden 
occurred in a livestream featuring both of them. As 
of that day, 20,000 lives had been lost to COVID-19.  
Since then, it’s more than tripled. Bernie called this 
an “unbelievably unprecedented moment.”

In endorsing Biden, Sanders stated:
“I am asking all Americans, I am asking every 
Democrat, I’m asking every Independent, I’m 
asking a lot of Republicans, to come together in 
this campaign to support your candidacy, which I 
endorse, to make certain that we defeat somebody 
who I believe—and I’m speaking just for myself 
now—is the most dangerous President in the 
modern history of this country.”

Sanders went on to say that the country needs 
Biden in the White House. Thus, Sanders said he 
will do all that he can to see that happen. Biden 
acknowledged that he and Bernie agreed on 
many issues. For example, Biden expressed his full 

support for the movement to make $15 per hour the 
minimum wage. They both agreed that Generation 
Z, consisting of teenagers and those in their early 
twenties, faces enormous obstacles finding jobs in 
the era of the coronavirus.

They each acknowledged that on some issues 
differences remain. Sanders said that they “disagree 
a little bit on the issues.” Biden announced that he 
favors making community colleges free for all and 
that public colleges should be free for lower and 
middle class families and that college loans should 
be forgiven for these families.  Biden also stated 
that healthcare must be “affordable and accessible” 
to every American. Biden further stated that 
undocumented immigrants are essential workers 
on the front lines in the battle against COVID-19 
and that there should be a path to citizenship for the 
undocumented.

Biden announced that teams from his staff and 
Bernie’s staff had created task forces to work on 
differences in the two campaigns. These task forces, 
now called “policy working groups” are focused on 
the following six areas: (1) the economy, (2) education, 
(3) criminal justice reform, (4) immigration, (5) 
climate change, and (6) healthcare policy.

After the livestream, Biden posted on his campaign’s 
Facebook page that Bernie “doesn’t get enough credit 
for being a voice that forces us all to take a hard look 
in the mirror and ask if we’ve done enough. He has 
put the interest of the nation—and the need to defeat 
Donald Trump—above all else.”

Biden stated that he’s “excited to continue the work 
Bernie started in the months and years ahead. As 
Bernie says: Not me, Us.” Finally, Joe made the same 
commitment to Bernie’s supporters: “I see you, I 
hear you, and I understand the urgency of what it is 
we have to get done in this country.”
 
This is great news. We need a Democrat in the White 
House and a united Democratic Party to win up and 
down the ballot in November. Sanders’ endorsement 
helps us get closer to accomplishing that. 
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Duckworth Speaks Duckworth Speaks 
with Illinois Legislative with Illinois Legislative 
Black Caucus about the Black Caucus about the 
COVID-19 PandemicCOVID-19 Pandemic

On April 30th, U.S. Senator Tammy Duckworth (D-IL), 
co-founder of the Senate’s first-ever Environmental 
Justice Caucus, spoke by phone with the Illinois 
Legislative Black Caucus about the COVID-19 
pandemic. During this call, Duckworth discussed the 
shortcomings of recent relief packages and highlighted 
priorities she will push for in a future bill, including 
more funding for state and local governments, 
additional money for unemployment insurance and 
SNAP, more PPE for frontline and essential workers, 
more tests and fair lending to minority, women, and 
Veteran-owned small businesses. Earlier this month, 
Duckworth and the Illinois congressional delegation 
sent a letter to the Administration expressing strong 
concerns regarding the racial disparities that exist in 
COVID-19 cases and deaths in Illinois and across the 
nation.

“The awful truth is that here in Illinois, COVID-19 
isn’t tomorrow’s nightmare; it’s today’s reality and 
that’s especially true in communities of color across 
our state and our nation,” said Duckworth. “I was 
glad to have the opportunity to speak with the Illinois 
Legislative Black Caucus about what we need to do 
to better protect and support communities of color 
who are once again getting hit the hardest by a public 
health crisis while too many folks in the Trump 
Administration look the other way.”

Since the COVID-19 public health crisis began, 
Senator Duckworth has led with a wide range of 
actions to support middle-class working Americans 
and help our nation better respond to the pandemic, 
including supporting the Families First Coronavirus 
Response Act that’s now law, refocusing the Trump 
Administration’s efforts on testing and access to 
tests. She also voted for the Coronavirus Aid Relief 
and Economic Security (CARES) Act, which makes 
important progress to help Americans address and 

recover from the COVID-19 pandemic. While 
not perfect, the bipartisan compromise does put 
workers and their families—not corporations—
first by putting cash directly in the pockets 
of consumers, greatly expanding emergency 
unemployment insurance and providing 
immediate relief for small businesses. The 
CARES Act also includes transparent oversight of 
bailed-out corporations and additional resources 
for state and local governments—as well as our 
hospitals and health centers—that are all on the 
front lines of this crisis. Duckworth supported 
the supplemental funding bill to provide more 
money to small businesses, hospitals and health-
care workers.

Duckworth was one of the first Senators to urge 
the U.S. Department of Health and Human 
Services (HHS) to immediately establish clear 
diagnostic testing procedures, capabilities and 
production capacity to better mitigate the spread 
of COVID-19. After calling on the President to 
swiftly take action under the Defense Production 
Act (DPA) to boost production of lifesaving 
ventilators and other equipment needed to limit 
the spread of COVID-19, Duckworth helped 
introduce new legislation to require him to do 
so to help save lives. She also introduced the 
COVID-19 Health Care Worker Protection Act 
to help keep frontline healthcare workers safe, 
cosponsored the Free COVID-19 Testing Act 
to expand access to free tests, helped introduce 
the comprehensive COVID-19 RELIEF for 
Small Businesses Act of 2020 to support small 
businesses across the country and give them the 
resources they need to weather this crisis and 
she helped introduce legislation that was signed 
into law to make sure student Veterans and their 
loved ones receiving benefits through the GI 
Bill don’t lose them as universities move online. 
Duckworth also joined her colleagues on the 
PAID (Providing Americans Insured Days) Leave 
Act to ensure workers can take time off when ill 
and helped introduce the Small Business Debt 
Relief Act of 2020 to support small businesses 
affected by the pandemic by relieving certain 

(Continued)
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federal loan payments.

After hundreds of passengers were forced into close 
quarters for hours to clear federal medical screenings 
at customs at O’Hare International Airport, 
Duckworth joined U.S. Senator Dick Durbin (D-
IL) in demanding additional federal resources. She 
called on Donald Trump to do more to bring back 
Illinoisans and other Americans stranded abroad as 
a result of the COVID-19 pandemic. She also called 
on the U.S. Department of Defense (DOD) and the 
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services 
(HHS) to work together to ensure civilian healthcare 
workers are trained to use military-issued respirator 
masks and other personal protective equipment 
that DOD has made available to civilian healthcare 
providers. Duckworth spoke out about Republican 
attempts to deny funding to healthcare providers 
that receive Medicaid, thereby making it harder 
for vulnerable groups—including people with 
disabilities, older Americans and survivors of rape 
and abuse—to access critical services they rely on, 
like home care assistance or meal delivery programs. 
Along with Senator Durbin, she sent a letter to the 
Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) 
calling on the agency to grant the State of Illinois 
flexibility to expand access to health services and 
have the flexibility to deliver quality care amid this 
public health crisis, which CMS ultimately granted. 
Duckworth joined a bipartisan group of Senators 
urging the Trump Administration to expand access 
to telehealth services to rural communities and 
she pressed the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC) for information on a potential 
shortage of enzymes needed for CDC coronavirus 
test kits. The Senator is also seeking information 
from Secretary of Defense Mark Esper about any 
proactive steps the Department of Defense is taking 
to ensure the readiness of National Guard and 
Reserve units to support local civilian authorities 
as the pandemic spreads. Duckworth also joined 
the Illinois Democratic Congressional delegation 
in sending a letter to U.S. Department of Health 
and Human Services (HHS) Secretary Alex Azar 
expressing strong concerns regarding the racial 

What Does the What Does the 
Election of 1932 Tell Election of 1932 Tell 

Us About Our Chances Us About Our Chances 
in 2020?in 2020?

By Dr. Laurence D. Schiller

(Continued)

disparities that exist in COVID-19 cases and deaths 
in Illinois and across the nation.

While the America of 2020 is not the same as 
1932, there are some interesting parallels to what 
is happening with the COVID-19 pandemic and 
the Great Depression of 1929 that might give some 
insight into what may happen in the election this 
November. While there are obvious differences 
between the America of 88 years ago and today, 
the seminal crushing economic event of the 20th 
century has distinct similarities to what has been 
the seminal crushing health and economic event 
of the 21st, the pandemic COVID-19. Over the 
course of the Herbert Hoover administration, the 
economy continued to collapse, in spite of any 
measures he took to alleviate it, just as the damage 
caused to the American economy by the necessary 
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health measures taken to contain the coronavirus, 
has caused a collapse of the American economy that 
will affect most people and take years to recover from. 
The experience of 1932 clearly suggests that the public 
will punish Trump and his subservient party and that 
the election of 2020 is likely to cause a realignment of 
political forces, much as it did when Franklin Delano 
Roosevelt was elected.

Let me acknowledge the differences between the 
1930s and now, which, of course, may yet impact 
my conclusions below. First, many of the economic 
safeguards that we now consider normal, such as 
FDIC protection of bank accounts and Social Security 
payments, did not exist in Hoover’s America, as these 
were New Deal programs. Moreover, today, there is 
a general public expectation, even amongst most 
conservatives, that in a crisis, government ought to 
step in, which deepens our frustration when it fails 
to do so. When the stock market crashed in 1929, 
this expectation of government action didn’t exist, 
and there were no agencies such as FEMA that were 
tasked with stepping in and trying to help in a disaster. 

In truth, neither party had had a record of such 
intervention, although the Republicans were as a rule 
fiercely opposed to such ideas and they had controlled 
the government for the overwhelming majority of 
time after the close of the American Civil War. Only 
two presidents, Grover Cleveland and Woodrow 
Wilson, were Democrats in all that time. In a sense, 
this difference between 1932 and 2020 is even more 
significant for we already feel that government should 
act, and while governors and other local officials are 
acting, Trump is demonstrably doing a terrible job. 
His poll numbers are dropping as a result.

Second, admittedly, the demographics of the country 
were quite different in 1932, not only in that the South 
still voted solidly Democratic and suppressed the 
votes of people of color much more effectively than 
today, but that there was a heavier rural population 
than there is now. Family farms, though, were already 
dying as a result of a drought that began in the early 
1920s and got far worse as a result of the Dust Bowl 
years which continued into the 1930s. Urban and 

suburban areas are now Democratic-oriented while 
more sparsely populated rural areas, and much of 
the South, now vote Republican. But farms are 
again failing, and that is a significant fact. States 
we now think of as solidly blue were still voting 
for the party of Lincoln. Because the nature of the 
Electoral College favors rural states with much less 
population than big blue states, the GOP will have 
an advantage in winning those states that Hoover 
did not have. The effect of this will be to make the 
election closer in the Electoral College, but it won’t 
win it for Trump.

Third, to be fair to Herbert Hoover, he was a decent 
man who did try some interventionist measures to 
help the economy, much to the chagrin of many 
of his fellow Republicans, but they mostly failed, 
even though Roosevelt did continue a few of them. 
History has been fairer to his efforts than was the 
verdict of the election of 1932. As a person, Hoover 
and Trump are vastly different types of people. 

Fourth, of course, we have the electronic media and 
internet which are big influencers and will, as it did 
in 2016, be a relevant factor in the election. How 
much is still an unknown.

All that being acknowledged, however, when 
the stock market crashed, it was not long before 
banks began to fail, people were thrown out of 
work, and soon breadlines and Hoovervilles of 
homeless people began to be a feature of American 
society. The Republicans’ philosophy on economic 
downturns was typified by John D. Rockefeller who 
said, “These are days when many are discouraged. 
In the 93 years of my life, depressions have come and 
gone. Prosperity has always returned and will again.” 
In other words, don’t worry about it, capitalism has 
always worked (at least for people of his class), and 
the market will right things. But no one had ever 
seen such an economic downturn and Hoover 
and his party were unprepared to deal with such a 
serious economic disaster. Their inaction, or worse, 
their attempt to bail out the big corporations and 
banks, worsened the economy and the marketplace 
did not, and could not, right things. 

(Continued)
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When COVID-19 came, we found that Trump and 
his party have the same economic philosophy of 
Rockefeller as amply demonstrated in his first three 
years of favoring the country’s oligarchs and big 
corporations. Numerous Republicans have stated 
that it is more important for business to continue 
than to save American lives. When COVID-19 
arrived, not only was Trump unprepared for such 
an event, unlike his predecessor Barack Obama 
who had a pandemic team in place, but he ignored 
the warnings of his own health experts, causing 
the disaster to deepen. Then, as was the case with 
Hoover, when he had to acknowledge the crisis, he 
and Mitch McConnell’s first instinct was to bail out 
the big banks and corporations. Unlike 1929-32, 
though, the Democrats currently control the House 
and some relief was given to small businesses and 
the unemployed. However, no matter what Hoover 
did, unemployment grew until it was an estimated 
23.6% in 1932 after being only 3% in 1929 before 
the crash. Similarly, in the last month, America 
has had over 22 million new unemployment 
applications and the unemployment rate is about 
18% after being at 4%. In just one month. And it will 
get worse and could surpass 1932. Trump cannot 
“happy talk” himself out of these grim statistics. 

As the election campaign of 1932 began, 
Americans were angry and unhappy with the rate 
of unemployment, the agricultural crisis, stock 
market decline, wage decline, and general decline 
in the quality of life. As the campaign of 2020 
continues, more and more Americans are angry 
at the bungling by Trump and his minions as they 
fail to adequately address the crisis with the federal 
powers provided to them. Even as he tries to deflect 
blame elsewhere, he has made himself the face of 
the government “response” and will be blamed for 
it.

So, what can the election of 1932 tell us about what 
may lie ahead in the election of 2020? First, the 
Depression united the Democrats as they had not 
been in 1928 when they fought over philosophic 
turf (and Al Smith’s Catholicism). In 2016 there 
was a huge divide between the Sanders and 
Clinton wings of the party, but Trump, and now the 

pandemic, have united the Democrats in a way I 
have not seen in a very long time. In both elections, 
the desire to win and oust the GOP incumbent 
is the paramount issue caused by the continuing 
economic disaster, and in Trump’s case, also by the 
dangerous character of the man himself.

Second, the Republicans are faltering. There were 
prominent “never-Hoovers” in 1932 just as there 
are “never-Trumpers” in 2020. Hoover lost the 
heartland to economic disaster while winning the 
Northeast which was more pro-business. Trump 
has retained his “base” but lost the suburbs where 
presidential elections are won in swing states. 

Third, up until 1929, Hoover and his two GOP 
predecessors, Coolidge and Harding, could get 
away with most anything. Harding had significant 
corruption in his cabinet and Coolidge was 
completely laissez-faire about the economy, even 
as farmers were in serious trouble. But they would 
still be elected and the GOP handily controlled 
both houses of Congress. All that ended with the 
Depression. No matter what Hoover did, the event 
was so disastrous that he and his party got the 
blame, deserved or not. 

(Continued)
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I suspect that COVID-19 will play out the same 
way. Trump will get the blame for the bad things 
happening to this country, even amongst his base who 
will also suffer unemployment and the disastrous 
rollout of relief checks and small business loans. His 
blustering, lies, and daily flip-flops of “policy,” if we 
can call it that, are wearing very thin on the majority 
of Americans, and if he succeeds in getting part of 
the country to reopen before we have adequate 
testing, the virus will spread, especially in those 
areas most pro-Trump. How will the MAGA folks 
feel when their family members are sick and dying? 
And, as I pointed out above, unlike 1932, Americans 
expect the government to actually intervene in a 
crisis, no matter if they spout big or little government 
philosophy. When it comes to their own well-being, 
Progressives and Conservatives are equally annoyed 
if the government doesn’t act. And Trump, having 
made himself the face of government, will get the 
blame, as he deserves.

Fourth, there are similarities between Joe Biden 
and Franklin Roosevelt. Both are seen by the voting 
public as practical men with solid policies that will 

help the average American. Biden has not been as 
eloquent as FDR who flew to Chicago to accept the 
nomination in person. In his speech, he stated, “ours 
must be a party of liberal thought, of planned action, 
of enlightened international outlook, and of the 
greatest good to the greatest number of our citizens.” 
Is that not our platform in 2020? Biden has none of 
the baggage of Hillary Clinton and is widely liked 
across America. Trump’s attempt to smear him with 
Ukraine has not worked except with the right-wing 
base who aren’t going to vote for a Democrat in any 
event.

The election of 1932 was a realigning election. 
FDR put together a coalition of people of color, 
working class folks, unions, middle class, etc. and 
this is precisely the coalition that we are rebuilding 
in 2020. The results of the election? FDR won 42 
states with 56% of the popular vote and 472 electoral 
votes. Hoover won 6 states with 39.7% of the vote 
and 59 electoral votes. It is interesting that Trump’s 
popularity hovers right around that 39% mark and 
the only reason that this election will be closer is 
because his base is distributed in a way that will get 
him more states and electoral votes. But, I wager, not 
enough. COVID-19 will be the end of Trump just 
as the Depression was the end of Hoover and GOP 
control over the House and Senate until after WWII. 
I am heartened by the parallels, and I believe a new 
progressive era is dawning. And remember when you 
are talking to voters—we need FDR, not Hoover, in 
2020! Believe and work, and we will make it happen.

(Continued)

Volunteer of the Month: Volunteer of the Month: 
Victoria ThompsonVictoria Thompson

By Marci Jacobs
Dedicated, diligent, and ardent in her volunteer 
efforts for Tenth Dems, Victoria (Vicki) Thompson 
came on board by way of the Republican Party. That 
was not a typo.
 
It happened gradually, but eventually, the cracks in 
the armor of the GOP began to reveal themselves to 
the lifelong moderate Republican. Vicki felt the party 
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had “left [her] in the dust,” and “gone crazy.” So, by 
2012, she voted for President Barack Obama and 
“never looked back.”
 
Since then, Vicki has significantly upped her game: 
knocking on doors for local Democrats; handing 
out flyers at the polls; and even becoming a precinct 
committeeperson, and a Library Trustee. When an 
old (Republican) friend of hers saw her posts on 
Facebook in support of  getting out the vote, the 
friend wondered if Vicki was still a Republican. 
Vicki cleared things up, telling her friend, “I will 
never vote for another Republican again. Thank you 
for asking.”
 
Tenth Dems is the grateful beneficiary of those 
sentiments, and Vicki’s newly found activism. Not 
that Vicki was idling away until Donald Trump 
began to “destroy the country [she] love[s]” and 
mobilized her to action. In fact, just the opposite. 
Victoria Thompson is the award-winning, best-
selling author of a series of historical mystery 
novels (23 and counting), in addition to teaching a 
writer’s residency program at Seton Hill University 
in Pittsburgh. She is also the doting grandmother 
of “three adorable, smart, sweet and wonderful 
grandchildren,” whom she moved across the country 
to live near. But regardless of how much she already 
had on her plate, she recognized that working to 

elect Democrats was “vitally 
important ... no matter how 
busy we are. We have to 
save America.”
 
So it went that when Tenth 
Dems Founder Lauren 
Beth Gash asked for people 
to manage volunteers at one 
fateful “Let’s Talk Politics” 
event where Vicki was in 
attendance, Vicki threw 
her hat in the ring, eager to 
use the skills she developed 
during her 19 years’ experience as a fundraiser for 
nonprofits (while simultaneously writing one novel 
per year) to further the Democratic cause. Her offer 
was accepted and Vicki was anointed Co-Chair for 
Volunteer Management.
 
Since then, Vicki has been busy organizing volunteers 
for Tenth Dems events such as the December 2019 
Annual Awards Dinner featuring Keynote Speaker 
Renato Mariotti, former federal prosecutor, CNN 
legal analyst, and Politico columnist.
 
And not even a global pandemic could dampen 
Vicki’s drive. She is currently attending weekly 
ZOOM meetings with Tenth Dems leadership, 
helping to plan online events such as letter writing, 
phone banking, and trainings, so as not to lose 
momentum … hers, or the Democrats’.
 
So Vicki Thompson, volunteer extraordinaire: 
Republicans’ substantial loss, Democrats’ and Tenth 
Dems’ considerable gain. 
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In April, U.S. Representative Brad Schneider (D-IL) 
released the following statement calling for more 
funding to support small businesses after news 
that the U.S. Small Business Administration (SBA) 
Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) and Economic 
Impact Disaster Loan (EIDL) programs had both 
exhausted funding:
 
“In the last month I have been in touch with hundreds 
of small business owners across our district. They are 
angry, frustrated and they need support now, not next 
week or next month. The Trump Administration, 
including Treasury and SBA, was already falling 
short getting the money Congress sent to them out 
the door as soon as possible, and failing to accurately 
communicate with businesses how to apply and 
when money would be received.
 
“I have been pushing for more funding for small 
and mid-sized businesses since the beginning of 
this crisis. When Democrats pushed in March for 
$500 billion to be included in this program to help 
meet the demand, Mitch McConnell rejected it. 
Now as small business funding runs dry, as hospitals 

and front line workers fight night and day for their 
communities, and local governments face massive 
layoffs, McConnell continues to refuse desperately 
needed cash infusions.
 
“In addition to more funding, businesses need 
better guidance on the status of their applications 
so they can make the difficult, long-term financial 
decisions to keep their businesses afloat. I will keep 
fighting for the small businesses in my district and 
across the country, and will work with my colleagues 
on the House Small Business Committee to hold 
this Administration accountable for effectively 
administering these programs. 
 
“We cannot allow this Administration to shortchange 
those on the front lines of this crisis: our small 
businesses, our healthcare workers, and our state and 
local governments.”

Schneider Continues to Schneider Continues to 
Demand More Funding for Demand More Funding for 

Small BusinessesSmall Businesses

(Continued)

We’re All In This Together. We’re All In This Together. 
Or Are We?Or Are We?

By Mark Rosenberg, MD
It has been said that in the face of a pandemic such as 
we are experiencing with COVID-19 that “We’re all 
in this together.” But are we? Is it really a level playing 
field when 9% of the lowest income group are able 
to work from home but 62% of the highest income 
quartile are able to telework? The lower income 
workers in our society are on the front lines—not 
only in hospital emergency rooms and intensive care 
units, but checking groceries and driving buses—
occupations that require close personal contact. Vice 
President Pence urged food workers to “continue to 
show up and do your job.” He made those remarks 
while exhibiting social distancing, something that 
many who work in businesses such as food service 
are unable to do and often lack the proper protective 
equipment that is provided to hospital workers.

The shocking but unsurprising fact of the COVID-19 
pandemic in this country is that it has exposed the 
glaring inequality of American healthcare which is 
related to income inequality as well. Not only has the 
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infection rate among African Americans been higher 
than the overall population but the death rate has 
been much higher. In Chicago, black people account 
for 72% of deaths, while they are 29% of the total 
population of the city. These numbers are similar in 
many other cities in the United States. While 90% of 
those who die from coronavirus infection have a pre-
existing condition (including diabetes, hypertension 
and obesity), those conditions are more frequently 
observed in the black population. It is clear that there 
are many factors that contribute to this, including 
racial injustice that results in lack of access to 
healthcare, substandard and crowded housing, food 
deserts, as well as occupations that put them in close 
contact with the community.
Where we have failed in the COVID-19 pandemic 
is providing adequate testing in all communities. In 
Philadelphia, researchers found that in zip codes with 
a lower proportion of minorities and higher incomes, 
there were more tests administered. In ZIP codes 
with a higher number of unemployed and uninsured 
residents, there were fewer tests performed. 
We also have failed to provide consistent and 
appropriate messaging. Even in states like Illinois 
and the City of Chicago where the message has 
been consistent, the language is often what we 
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call “medspeak.” What does 
flattening the curve really 
mean to most people? 
What is an antibody 
test? Furthermore, 
different messages have 
been emanating from 
Washington, D.C., and 
governors of states that 
have not addressed 
the seriousness of this 
pandemic.
Scientists and epidemiologists have been predicting a 
pandemic like the one we are experiencing today for 
many years, yet the preparation has been woeful and 
extremely costly, resulting in thousands of deaths. 
Likewise, public policy experts and many politicians 
have pointed increasingly to the income inequality 
gap and the lack of adequate access to healthcare 
despite Obamacare. The culmination of these factors 
has been disastrous to our minority populations. 
Is this the crisis that will drive the United States to 
join every other developed nation in recognizing a 
right to healthcare? Stay tuned; I plan to address this 
in a future newsletter.


