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Tenth Dems will hold our Annual 
Awards Dinner on Wednesday, 
December 18, 2019, from 6:30 
to 8:30 PM, at the Hyatt Regency 
Deerfield, 1750 Lake Cook Road, 
in Deerfield. Keynote Speaker will 
be Renato Mariotti, CNN Legal 
Analyst, POLITICO Magazine 
Legal Affairs Columnist, former 
federal prosecutor, and host of 
“On Topic” podcast. General 
admission is $50, and sponsorship

CNN Legal Analyst Renato Mariotti 
To Keynote Tenth Dems Annual 
Awards Dinner

levels are available up to $5,000. There will be a buffet dinner. To RSVP 
or for more information, go to tenthdems.org/2019dinner, email           
events@tenthdems.org, or call (847) 266-VOTE (8683).
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Petition Collection
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Thanks to everyone—the volunteers, notaries, election lawyers, 
candidates—who helped make the Notary Night, Legal Look-over, and 
Petition Collection event on Nov. 18th such a great success. More than 
a hundred candidates came through to get their petitions checked … 
and none of them were challenged. This event puts Democrats in our 
area on the road to even more wins in 2020! Getting and staying on the 
ballot early in the process is critical to success next November. It might 
not have been the most glamorous night, but doing the tough work will 
pay off later.
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Democrat for 
President
Get your “Democrat for President” 
button or bumper sticker from 
Tenth Dems! The bumper sticker 
is a wonderful accessory for your car and/or laptop ... and it comes off easily. 
The button is great for your lapel or bag. The bumper sticker is FREE if you 
join or renew your Tenth Dems membership! You can do that by clicking 
here or going to tenthdems.org/contribute. The bumper sticker is normally 
1 for $3, 2 for $5, 5 for $10. Buy one or several here or call 847-266-VOTE 
(8683). Order buttons, bumper stickers, and signs at tenthdems.org/store. 
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Democratic Debate Watch Party 
with Tenth Dems

The Debate Watch Party at The Claim Company in Vernon Hills was so 
much fun. Thanks to everyone, including our Democratic elected officials, 
State Representative Daniel Didech, Lake County Treasurer Holly Kim, 
and Lake County Board Member Julie Simpson.  Numerous candidates 
attended, including those aiming to be delegates to the Democratic 
National Convention. The crowd cheered for their favorites on the debate 
stage, but most agree that any of the Democratic candidates would be a 
vast improvement and get our democracy back on track.

4
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Schneider Bill to Help Vets 
Passes House
On November 13th, legislation introduced 
by Congressman Brad Schneider (D-IL) to 
help veterans start their own small businesses 
overwhelmingly passed the House by a vote of 
424-1.
Schneider introduced H.R. 3537, the Veteran 
Entrepreneurship Training Act, with Rep. 
Ross Spano (R-FL) in June 2019. The 
bipartisan legislation would authorize for five 
years the successful Boots to Business (B2B)
program that helps transitioning service members start and grow 
businesses. Administered through the Office of Veteran Business 
Development in the Small Business Administration (SBA), the B2B 
program offers transitioning servicemembers and military spouses a 
foundational two-day, in-person course for an introduction to business 
ownership which can be followed by optional online courses on 
topics including market research, business fundamentals, and revenue 
readiness.
“Our nation has a moral obligation to the veterans who served our 
country with honor to ensure they have every opportunity for success 
after their military service ends,” said Schneider. “The skills many 
veterans learn in the armed forces make them distinctly qualified to 
succeed as entrepreneurs and small business owners. The Boots to 
Business program has already provided entrepreneurship training to

(continued)
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Democrats came out on November 19th to talk about politics at Park Street 
Restaurant in Mundelein. The evening, part of Tenth Dems University’s 
Let’s Talk Politics (LTP) series, was cosponsored with Fremont Township 
Democrats whose Chair, Matt Lowry, was there along with TDU Chair 
Oren Jacobson, Tenth Dems founder/Lake Dems Vice Chair Lauren Beth 
Gash, Tenth Dems Co-Chair Eric Herman, Lake County Treasurer Holly 
Kim, and other elected officials.
TDU’s Laurence Schiller introduced the LTP series and started things 
off by asking what folks thought of the previous night’s Democratic 
presidential debate. The conversation bounced from the debate to Donald 
Trump’s looming impeachment and Senate trial and their impacts on the 
2020 election to the importance of state legislative races, how to bring 
young voters to the polls, and more.

Let’s Talk Politics Mundelein 
Post-Debate Edition

more than 100,000 veterans, service-members, and military spouses. I 
appreciate the support of my colleagues on both sides of the aisle for my 
legislation to enhance this vital program and ensure it continues serving 
our veterans into the future.”
Since B2B launched in 2013 under the Obama Administration, more than 
100,000 service members and spouses have participated in the program.
The most recent U.S. Census recorded 2.4 million veteran-owned 
businesses employing 5.7 million individuals. Their military service 
makes veterans uniquely well-equipped for the challenges of starting 
their own small business, and veterans are 45 percent more likely to be 
self-employed than those with no military experience.

(continued)
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It was all loose and lively, yielding quite a few intriguing analyses 
and predictions but, interestingly, very little of the frustration and 
bewilderment expressed so often recently by the many folks who have 
been disturbed and offended by Trump’s presidency. There was confidence 
in the room that Democrats are playing the right cards now, that if we 
continue to work together and we get out the vote, we can right this ship.
And one thing was very clear: people are fired up to elect a Democrat for 
President!
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Randi Kugler – Tenth Dems 
Volunteer of the Month

Dinner and a Show with Tenth 
Dems in January
Join us on Sunday, January 26, 2020, 
for a performance of The Capitol Steps 
Comedy Troupe, the group that put 
the “MOCK” in Democracy. The 2:00 
PM show will be followed by 5:00 PM 
dinner at Jameson’s Charhouse. Get 
your tickets now because the show 
sells out fast—the venue ran out of 
tickets last year after Tenth Dems sold 
their allotment! Come for dinner, come for the show or come for both! 
Get your tickets through Tenth Dems to sit with like-minded friends—
many attendees buy one ticket so join us!

By Roger Baron
There are many reasons people volunteer to 
work for Tenth Dems. For Randi Kugler, our 
Volunteer of the Month, doing her part in the 
fight against Trump is a primary motivation. 
She has supported liberal values her entire 
adult life. Kugler began supporting such

(continued)
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Randi Kugler – Tenth Dems 
Volunteer of the Month

ten years as an Executive Assistant for the Chairman of the Paradigm 
Group and as cofounder of Air America Radio (early liberal talk radio and 
a national voice for progressive values before MSNBC). It was at this time 
that Randi met Tenth Dems’ Founding Chair Lauren Beth Gash, who was 
Air America Radio’s vice president. In the following years, Randi served 
as an executive assistant to the senior management of several companies 
in our area.
In addition to her considerable administrative abilities, Randi’s people 
skills have always received special attention. As one manager said, “I think 
her greatest asset is her attitude. She treats everyone with respect, fosters 
good relationships and teamwork within the office.”
Although working in business, her liberal values were never far from 
the surface. In June 2016, with Trump an obvious threat, she had to get 
more deeply involved in grassroots politics. Recalling her connection 
with Lauren, Randi’s first thought was to volunteer with Tenth Dems. 
She was assigned to help with managing volunteers and with the Events 
List, which publicizes events of interest to Democrats, such as meetings 
with candidates, elected officials, social action groups, political action 
committees, and other organizations that support Democratic values. Her 
attention to detail and accuracy are perfectly suited to this work, which 
continues to this day, and she shares that work with Roger Baron, Tenth 
Dems’ Data Manager. 
However, Randi does more than simply work on the Events List. Her 
people skills make her an ideal person to respond when someone

causes in high school 
at New Trier West and 
then in college at the 
University of Oklahoma. 
In 1971, she participated in 
the Peace March Against 
the War in Vietnam. After 
college, she worked for

(continued)
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Senator Durbin Fights for Dreamers

volunteers to help. Sometimes this means serving as a sounding 
board when someone just needs to vent. Often, Randi’s call leads to 
the person taking an active role in Tenth Dems’ work. When Randi 
is in the office, she often serves as an intermediary, giving volunteers 
assignments and answering questions. She is a friend when they first 
encounter the sometimes hectic environment. And as much as she 
already volunteers, Randi plans to spend more time in the office as her 
young grandson and newborn granddaughter get older. 
Randi helps ensure the smooth running of many Tenth Dems events. 
She helps set up and take down materials at debate watch parties. She 
sells buttons. She works the check-in table. She assists with the Tenth 
Dems Annual Poetry and Prose Awards Night for high school students, 
which she loves dearly. In these and in many other ways, Randi stands 
ready to do what is needed—always with a smile. 
With her work on the Events List, her help with volunteers and her 
readiness to help any way she can, we are proud to honor Randi Kugler 
as Tenth Dems Volunteer of the Month.

Senator Dick Durbin spoke out in support of 
Dreamers after the Supreme Court heard oral 
arguments on November 12th about DACA, the 
Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals program. 
With the 5-4 conservative majority on the 
Supreme Court, proponents fear the court might 
allow Trump’s repeal of the program to stand. “It is

(continued)
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Want to help? There’s a shortage of election 
judges for the upcoming 2020 election. Join 
the team of election workers and process voters 
by visiting www.ElectionJudge.info for more 
information.
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now up to the Justices to follow the law and reject the President’s illegal 
repeal of DACA. But only Congress can provide a permanent pathway 
to citizenship for Dreamers,” Durbin said. Durbin, with then Senator 
Richard Lugar of Indiana, were the first members of Congress to call for 
the creation of DACA in 2010. “I’ll do everything in my power as a United 
States Senator to protect these Dreamers and give them the chance to 
become American citizens so they can contribute to a brighter future for 
all Americans.”  

The opinions expressed are those of the writers, and not necessarily endorsed by Tenth Dems

Election Judges Needed in 2020


