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Lucas Brodsky is an incoming senior at Lake Forest College. He is majoring in Politics with a 
focus in American politics and enjoys watching TV in his free time. Lucas has previously 
campaigned for Bernie Sanders preceding the 2016 primaries. He supports the Democratic Party 
because he believes taxation should be more evenly distributed based on wealth and because he 
values scientific evidence. 

Karina De Avila is completing her master’s degree from the Adler School of Public Policy in 
hopes of having a career in either healthcare, immigration or international policy. Karina is 
actively committed to promoting just immigration policies and ensuring all Americans have 
access to quality healthcare. Karina serves as the vice president of IGNITE, an organization that 
helps to elect women to political office. After getting her master’s, she plans to serve in an 
organization where she can utilize her vision and passion to build a truly inclusive society where 
no one is left behind. 

Julian Dutton is starting his junior year at Loyola University Chicago where he is majoring in 
political science with a minor in Italian. In addition to politics, Julian is very interested in Italian 
culture and language and lived in Italy for two years. In his free time, he enjoys playing piano 
and reading about history. Julian supports the Democratic Party because he values progressive 
legislation, including universal healthcare, pro-choice laws, and immigration policies. After 
graduating, Julian would like to work for a domestic political campaign or be involved in 
European Union politics. 

Alex Gordon is entering his junior year at New Trier High School. In addition to previously 
volunteering for Tenth Dems, Alex also has experience working on Hillary Clinton’s campaign 
phone bank. He supports the Democratic Party because he agrees with its policies, especially on 
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gun control, LGBTQ rights, international relations, and the environment. Alex is a member of his school’s Math Team 
and Model United Nations Team, and also plays the guitar. In the future, Alex hopes to go into either finance or politics. 

Drew Hopkins, a rising senior at Libertyville High School, is excited about his second year with Tenth Dems. He is 
involved in Debate, Mock Trial, Model UN, Student Council, and is the founder of his school’s History Club. Drew 
believes that it is the duty of a society to meet the basic needs of all its members, regardless of ethnic or religious 
background, which is why he supports the 
Democratic Party. He plans to attend a four-year 
university with a double major in history and 
political science, afterwards hoping to work for 
the federal government in D.C. 

Jessica Li is a rising senior at Libertyville High 
School, where she is involved in Debate, 
Model UN, and the school’s health and 
wellness report, and serves as a student 
representative to the school board. Outside of 
school, she plays an active role in youth 
organizations, ranging from March for Our 
Lives Chicago to Illinois Youth Climate Strike, 
where she is currently the Director of Design. 
She hopes to further her passion for politics 
throughout college and continue to encourage 
youth civic engagement. 

Andy Liu will be a freshman at Harvey Mudd 
College in Claremont, CA. In high school, he 
was president of his school’s Model UN Club 
and active in Junior State of America, Public 
Forum Debate, and the Math Team. While he 
plans to major in computer science in college, 
he is pursuing a concentration in political 
studies and hopes to continue to be involved in progressive politics or international relations after college. Andy 
passionately supports the Democratic Party for its progressive economic and environmental policies. 

Kelsey Marx will be a senior at Lake Forest High School and is an aspiring political strategist. Before joining Tenth 
Dems in February, she interned with Rep. Brad Schneider’s campaign and continues to volunteer as the Youth Liaison 
for the Lake Forest/Lake Bluff League of Women Voters. Kelsey is also a visual artist whose work has been recognized by 
Mayor Pete Buttigieg, Senator Dick Durbin, and Governor JB Pritzker. She is passionate about ensuring that young 
people are engaged in our democracy and is excited to work toward a successful election in 2020. 

Declan O’Reilly will be a junior at Grinnell College in Iowa, where he is pursuing a double major in Music and Economics. At Grinnell, 
Declan is heavily involved in running cross-country, track, and playing the jazz drums. He supports the Democratic Party because he holds 
progressive and liberal ideologies. After graduating, Declan wants to go to law school. 

Preston Schiller will be a senior at Rochelle Zell Jewish High School in Deerfield, where he is president of the Quark-
net chapter and a member of the Tri-M Honor Society. Preston once aspired to become an astrophysicist, but with 
geopolitical difficulties, social polarization and degradation, he believes no one should sit idle. This belief comes from 
his love for his close-knit family. Preston eventually wants a family of his own but is worried for the future. He hopes his 
future family will live in a world where freedom is widespread and democratic backsliding is less likely. Preston wants to 
dedicate his life to protecting and expanding freedom for all who need it. 
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Sophie Smulevitz will soon be a senior at Lake 
Forest High School and is very excited to start 
her second year with Tenth Dems. At LFHS, 
Sophie plays on the soccer team and is a 
member of Model UN. She supports the 
Democratic Party because she strongly agrees 
with democratic values. After high school, 
Sophie would like to go to college and major in 
political science before attending law school. 
Her dream is to one day be a United States 
Senator. 

Katie Strauss will be a senior at Warren 
Township High School where she is a member 
of the National Honor Society and Future 
Business Leaders of America. Katie has played 
volleyball for five years with school and various 
club regional teams. She hopes to attend 
Georgetown University and major in political 
science, then proceed to law school. Katie has been interning with the Tenth Dems since 2018 and supports the 
Democratic Party for its progressive values and acceptance of all groups. Her dream is to one day be the United States 
Attorney General, a Supreme Court Justice, or maybe even President. 

Sofia Thompson will be a junior at Glenbrook North High School. In addition to being president of her school’s Black 
Student Union, she participates in her school’s debate program and is involved with her school’s Jewish Culture Club. 
Sofia supports the Democratic Party because 
she believes that everyone, regardless of race, 
ethnicity, sexual orientation, or gender 
identity, should receive fair treatment. She 
hopes to attend Columbia University in New 
York and study political science. After college, 
Sofia hopes to become a public interest lawyer. 

Georgina Tiniakos, a world traveler and the 
daughter of a Greek diplomat, has been 
exposed to global politics since birth. 
Georgina’s first foray into government was as a 
secretary at the Greek Consulate in Chicago. 
Her liberal values led her to become an active 
member of the Human Rights Campaign. She 
currently lives in Chicago and attends the 
Adler School of Public Policy. Upon 
graduation, Georgina wants to focus on 
improving our nation’s healthcare policy. 

Sowmya Venkatachalam is an incoming senior at Stevenson High School. She is a community service director for her school’s 
Future Business Leaders of America chapter, and a charity liaison for Stevenson’s NHS chapter. Sowmya is also involved with 
her school’s LaunchX Club, and a staff member for the school literary magazine, in addition to working on her first novel and 
starting a promotional service for eco-friendly products with a team of student entrepreneurs. She hopes to one day start her 
own company and publish a few novels while staying an active member of the Democratic community. 
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——————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————— 

State Rep. Joyce Mason: My First 
Legislative Session in the Books! 
 

I can’t believe my first legislative session has already come to a 
close. Over the past five months, I have fought diligently to 
advance legislation that works to strengthen our community. 
From increasing restrictions on cancer-causing ethylene oxide 
to lowering taxes on firearm safety equipment, I spent my first 
months as a lawmaker putting Illinoisans first. The 101st 
General Assembly saw a lot accomplished for the state of 
Illinois, and I am proud to have been a part of it. 

I spent much of my first legislative session advancing a series 
of measures focused on growing the economy, strengthening 
healthcare and protecting the environment. I voted to pass an 
honest, balanced budget that holds the line on middle-class 
taxes and provides much-needed infrastructure funding to 
our communities through the first capital plan Illinois has 
seen in ten years. I stood opposed to an increase to the 
already regressive gas tax, and I also took part in a historic 
vote to put the Fair Tax constitutional amendment on the 
ballot in 2020, as part of a move to put more power into the 
hands of Illinois voters. 

I led the fight to tighten restrictions on ethylene oxide 
emissions by sponsoring Senate Bills 1852 and 1854, two bills 
that transform ethylene oxide regulation in Illinois. Ethylene 
oxide is a cancer-causing chemical that is currently being 
emitted by multiple industrial facilities in Lake County, 
including one near Spaulding Elementary School in Gurnee. 
Both Senate Bill 1852 and Senate Bill 1854 drastically reduce 
the amount of ethylene oxide emissions allowed, and both 
measures are heading to the governor’s desk to be signed into 
law.  ¤ 

For information or to volunteer, 

Email us: newsletter@tenthdems.org 

Visit us: www.TenthDems.org 

Call us: 847-266-VOTE 
 (847-266-8683) 

Write us: Tenth Dems 
 P.O. Box 523 
 Deerfield, IL  
 60015 

Editor: Amy Shriberg 

Editorial Staff: Barbara Altman, 
 Hon. Lauren Beth Gash, 
 Eric Herman, 
 Adrienne Kirshbaum, 
 Janie Seiden, 
 Allan Sperling, 
 Sowmya Venkatachalam 

Contributor: Jeanine Chyna 

Layout: Thomas Recht 

Distribution: Roger Baron, 
 Joe Bongiovanni, 
 Ron Schwartz 
 
The opinions expressed are those of the 
writers, and not necessarily endorsed by 
Tenth Dems. 

Sydney Wexler will be a sophomore at Northeastern University in Boston, MA. She is a political science major and a member 
of her school’s political science club. Though this is her first summer as an intern with Tenth Dems, she has had government 
experience with the Highland Park City Council’s Human Relations Commission. Sydney supports the Democratic Party 
because it advocates for the LGBTQ community, people of color, refugees, and other minority groups without a voice. After 
graduating from college, she hopes to work for a member of Congress and/or use graphic design in electoral campaigns.  ¤ 
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Wonderful 
Democratic 
Debate 
Watch 
Parties 
Hosted by 
Tenth 
Dems 
 

Thanks to everyone 
who came out for 
the Democratic 
presidential primary 
debate watch parties 
in Northbrook,  
Bannockburn, and 
Northfield. We had 
fun cohosting with 
Schneider for Congress 
and Northfield 
Dems. It might still 
be early in the race 
but people are 
definitely ready to 
see a Democrat in 
the White House! ¤  
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Congressman Schneider Holds Hearing 
to Investigate How the Foxconn 
Development Will 
Impact Downstream 

On July 19th, U.S. Representative Brad Schneider hosted a 
congressional field hearing of the House Small Business 
Committee in Wheeling to investigate the Foxconn 
development in Wisconsin, the crucial environmental review 
the state of Wisconsin waived, and the expected effects on 
flooding in downstream communities along the Des Plaines 
River watershed. 
 

Foxconn plans to construct expansive facilities in the 
headwaters of the Des Plaines River in Wisconsin. In addition 
to economic incentives exceeding $4 billion, Wisconsin 
policymakers waived important environmental requirements 
related to water management and flooding for the project. 
 

The hearing, titled “Flooded Out: Vanishing Environmental 
Reviews and the SBA’s Disaster Loan Program,” centered on 
the threat posed by waived environmental reviews, exemplified 
by the Wisconsin Foxconn development, and the 
consequences for downstream communities. It also examined 
possible strains on federal resources, such as the Small 
Business Administration’s disaster loan program, that are 
designed to help. 
 

 “Wisconsin taxpayers may be paying the price for the Walker 
administration’s exorbitant economic incentives, but it is 
Illinois residents and small businesses who will be underwater 
– literally – due to our neighboring state’s irresponsible 
decision to ignore environmental reviews,” said Schneider in 

:LVFRQVLQ�6HFUHWDU\�RI�WKH�'HSDUWPHQW�RI�1DWXUDO�
5HVRXUFHV��3UHVWRQ�&ROH��DQG�'U��/RXLV�:RR��FKLHI�
QHJRWLDWRU�RI�WKH�)R[FRQQ�GHYHORSPHQW��ZHUH�ERWK�
LQYLWHG�WR�WHVWLI\�DW�WKH�KHDULQJ��EXW�GHFOLQHG�WR�
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his opening remarks. 
 

The hearing, which was held at Village Hall in Wheeling, IL, 
was attended by more than 100 members of the public. 
Those who testified included Mike Warner (Executive 
Director of the Lake County Stormwater Management 
Commission), Howard Learner (Executive Director of the 
Environmental Law and Policy Center), and John Durning 
(Owner, Pizzeria Deville, LLC, who testified about the 
damage caused to his Libertyville restaurant).  
 

Wisconsin Secretary of the Department of Natural Resources, Preston Cole, and Dr. Louis Woo, chief 
negotiator of the Foxconn development, were both invited to testify at the hearing, but declined to 
participate.  ¤ 

——————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————— 

Tenth Dems a 
Big Presence in 
Highland Park’s 
July 4th Parade! 
Tenth Dems had an amazing time 

walking with the Moraine Township 

Democrats in the Highland Park parade 

with so many Democratic supporters 
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and elected officials, including Congressman Brad Schneider, Lake 

County Treasurer Holly Kim, Lake County Sheriff John Idleburg, 

Lake County Clerk of the Circuit Court Erin Cartwright, and 

Moraine Township Democrats. 

Check out the pictures! It was so 

much fun.  ¤ 
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——————————————————————————————————————— 

With several federal cases threatening to overturn Roe v. Wade, Illinois faced the 
concern that abortion would become against the law. These fears were real because, 
following the landmark 1973 ruling to legalize abortion, Illinois passed the Illinois 
Abortion Law in 1975. It included a provision stating that if the case is overturned, 
then abortion will be criminalized in Illinois again. 

If Roe v. Wade is overturned, then spousal consent, Doctor Consent Committees, 
criminal penalties on doctors performing “unnecessary abortions” and forced 
reporting are only a few of the provisions that could become law. Before federal 

protection expires, many hoped Illinois would move to protect a woman’s right to choose through the 
passage of state laws. 

Governor Pritzker took a big step forward toward that goal when he signed the Illinois Reproductive 

Update on Choice 
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Health Act (IRHA) into law on June 12th. The IRHA protects a woman’s rights to choose, to use birth 
control, and to have an abortion. 

By replacing the Illinois Abortion Law of 1975, the IRHA requires private insurance companies to cover 
abortion, maternity leave, contraception and infertility treatments. 
The IRHA signifies that, no matter the status of Roe v. Wade, 
abortion services would remain legal in Illinois. 

Further progress could be made by repealing the Illinois Parental 
Notice of Abortion Act. The Illinois Senate approved a measure to 
do so, but that bill, Senate Bill 1594, was not approved by the 
General Assembly. Currently, if a girl under the age of 17 seeks an 
abortion, she is required to notify a parent or guardian, unless a 
judge grants her a waiver. 

While this law seems sensible, teens seeking abortion may be living 
with a parent or guardian who does not support the action best for 
them. In these cases, obtaining a waiver from a judge is difficult 
because the court operates during school hours, increasing the chance that a parent or guardian could 
find out. Though the act appears well-intentioned, it fails to protect teens with unsupportive or abusive 
parents or guardians.  ¤ 

——————————————————————————————————————— 

Successful Expungement Summit with 
Help from Tenth Dems 

 

On July 13, the Coalition to 

Reduce Recidivism held an 

incredible Expungement Summit 

at Mount Sinai Baptist Church 

in North Chicago. Tenth Dems 

helped to manage the event, as 

well as to recruit close to 20 

lawyers and paralegals and many 

others who volunteered their 

time to help this important 

social justice cause. Expunging 

records enables those who have been arrested to reclaim their lives by 

greatly increasing their employment opportunities and more. For 
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instance, someone could be an innocent person arrested for 

a crime, acquitted or never even charged, but left with a 

permanent arrest record, which may prevent them from 

being hired. Lawyers experienced in expungements and 

sealings trained first-time volunteer lawyers, and non-lawyers 

worked hard to make sure the event ran smoothly. Thanks to 

all who helped!  ¤ 

——————————————————————— 
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Consul General Cruickshank Talks 
U.S.-Canada Relations 
 

John Cruickshank, Consul General of Canada in Chicago, 
held an engaging discussion at the Adlai Stevenson Center on 
Democracy in Libertyville about the relationship between the 
United States and Canada. Cruickshank used his extensive 
background in journalism to elaborate on the evolution of 
technology and social media as it pertains to the decline of 
print media. This was followed by a Q&A session where 
audience members heard Cruickshank’s perspective about the 

Tenth Dems Had A Great Time At 2020 Campaign 
Kickoff for Erin Cartwright Weinstein. Go Erin! 

Tenth Dems helped kick off Erin Cartwright Weinstein’s 
Campaign for reelection as Lake County Clerk of the Circuit 
Court at her cookout in Gurnee on June 22nd. Interns 
Georgia, Preston, Declan, Lucas, and Kelsey successfully 
collected sign-ups for contributions to her campaign. With 
beautiful weather, great food, and lively games, it was the 
perfect way for our team to spend a Saturday.  ¤  

——————————————————————— 

What Can I Do Now? 
 
It’s an understandable question these days, but never fear, Tenth Dems knows how 

much people need to find a way to make things better in the current political 

climate. We even have a few suggestions, which we may offer from time to time here 

in the newsletter. First and foremost, of course, is to find out about the candidates 

running for office in the 10th Congressional District! Volunteer to help a campaign in any way you can, 

including by canvassing, spreading the word among friends, or simply donating to the campaign itself. 

For more info, visit tenthdems.org.  ¤   

——————————————————————— 
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benefits of NAFTA on trade with Canada, and how the 
business model of journalism is adapting. 
 
Afterwards, former State Senator Adlai Stevenson III and his 

wife Nancy Stevenson graciously hosted a reception with 

refreshments for attendees to discuss journalism and U.S.-

Canada relations. Tenth Dems interns helped the hosts with 

cleanup, and actively participated in the discussion as well.  ¤  

——————————————————————— 
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