
State Senator, Julie Morrison (Deerfield), whose 29th District includes all or part 
of 18 municipalities within the 10th Congressional District, works hard to make 
a difference for the people she serves.  (For a list of the 18 municipalities within 
Senator Morrison’s district, see senatorjuliemorrison.com/district-info)  Issues that 
are especially meaningful to her involve children and families—preventing child 
abuse and neglect, protecting people from gun violence, expanding Medicaid—and 
she has put forward an ambitious agenda for the next 
term as she also stands for reelection.

For example, in the wake of the massacre in Las Vegas,
Senator Morrison is currently drafting a bill—Senate 
Bill 236—to prohibit the sale in Illinois of bump stocks, 
devices that can transform semi-automatic weapons into 
nearly fully automatic weapons.  The model for the 
bill will be the Highland Park gun safety ordinance, 
which bans assault weapons and high capacity 
magazines, since that law has already been 
court-tested and found to pass Constitutional 
muster. Relatedly, Senator Morrison is working 
on passing a bill to bar concealed carrying of 
firearms into places of worship.

Statistics show that two-thirds of all 
gun deaths are suicides, and Senator 
Morrison also focuses heavily on 
mental health issues.  Just as House 
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Less than two weeks after the shooting massacre in Las 
Vegas, the Lake County Republican Party raffled off an 
assault rifle and other guns in order to raise money for their 
campaigns. More than 100 outraged residents showed up 
in the Village of Kildeer on very short notice to protest this 
grotesquely insensitive disregard for public safety. When 
a reporter asked whether the protest was partisan, my 
response was “No.” I explained that if the Democratic Party 
had held a similar event, I and many others would be at that 
protest, too. But, I added, the Democratic Party in our area 
does not give guns out to whoever holds a winning ticket, 

http://senatorjuliemorrison.com/district-info
http://www.TenthDems.org
http://newsletter@tenthdems.org
http://www.TenthDems.org


Continued from Page 1
Julie Morrison: A State Senator Who Works for Her Constituents

• 2 •

Bill 1332, which she sponsored in the Senate, expanded existing laws mandating 
mental health parity to encompass eating disorders, Senator Morrison is 
looking into other ways to expand mental health laws to improve treatment and 
benefits accessibility for Illinois residents.

During the upcoming legislative veto session, Senator Morrison is holding 
hearings to address reporting of abuse and neglect and the Department of 
Children and Family Services hotline, with additional hearings to follow.  

Other public health issues on Senator Morrison’s agenda include expansion of 
Medicaid, particularly with respect to prevention and treatment of diabetes. 
Currently, 9.6 percent of Illinois residents suffer from diabetes and three 
times as many citizens are pre-diabetic and at risk of developing diabetes with 
attendant cardiovascular and other related conditions.  Early treatment can help 
improve the lives and health outcomes of those individuals and also save public 
resources that would need to be spent on treating the complications of diabetes.

Senator Morrison attributes the ideas behind great legislation to her 
constituents.  She says this is “the best way our democracy works.”  I can 
heartily endorse that proposition since I suggested the idea to enact HB 1332 
to its co-sponsors in the House and Senate, Representative Laura Fine and 
Senator Morrison.  Senate Bill 757, which removes the requirement that test 
scores be entered on high school students’ transcripts, also was suggested by 
a constituent. Sponsored this year by Senator Morrison, this new law will give 
students who wish to retake the SAT exam the flexibility to have only their best 
results published on their transcripts.

Hoping to build on her solid record of accomplishments, Senator Morrison is 
now gearing up for what promises to be a hard-fought reelection campaign. 

State Senator Julie Morrison’s accomplishments are too many to describe in a short article.  Here are a few more examples of bills and 
initiatives Senator Morrison sponsored in the Senate this past year (including legislation that came to the Senate after originating in 
the House):

Senate Bill 609- allows taxpayers to combine multiple years of their property tax assessment appeals to make the process more 
taxpayer-friendly and to reduce the length of the appeals process.

Senate Bill 701- ends the practice of suburban mayors using their vehicle allowance perk to boost their future pension payments. 
Taxpayers should not be expected to subsidize an inflated pension payment for a mayor simply because they received a vehicle 
allowance.

Senate Resolution 3- institutes term limits on Senate leadership positions, including the Senate President and Senate Minority Leader. 
Serving in a leadership position should never turn into a lifetime career.

House Bill 607- expands local government consolidation efforts by allowing taxpayers to abolish a township road district through a 
public referendum. Previously, only Cook County residents had this ability. The new law expands the option statewide.

House Bill 1332- requires insurance companies cover treatment for all eating disorders, expanding the ability of those struggling with 
an eating disorder to fully recover.

House Bill 1791- empowers judges to work with DCFS on finding appropriate placements for children under state care, ensuring 
children are timely placed in a safe environment without falling through the cracks.

House Bill 2570- calls for presenting a State flag of Illinois to the next of kin of a deceased National Guard member in honor of the 
bravery and dedication of the fallen National Guard member.
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and I feel confident that it never will. The Democratic Party is in touch with the desires of the vast majority of Americans 
here and all over our country who want fewer guns in circulation and more effective laws to prevent gun violence.

Immediately after the worst mass shooting in recent history, the White House and the NRA were quick to say that we 
should not talk about solving the problems that guns cause in America. They said that it would be politicizing the tragedy. 
But their own Republican Party had no hesitation to go ahead with its gun raffle to raise money for political campaigns. 
Despite a public clamor to cancel the raffle, they persisted. The chairman of the Lake County Republicans told reporters 
that he believed, as the NRA does, that there is no way to prevent shootings.

In the Trump era, many Republican voters like to pretend that they are more 
moderate than their party is. But the leadership of the Republican Party in 
Lake County has, by their intransigence on the issue of guns, shown that it is 
solidly aligned with the anti-social policies their party promotes at the national
level. It would have been easy to cancel the Lake County raffle, but they 
refused.

Some people question the value of protests. In this instance, the protest 
attracted the attention of virtually all area news outlets. The result was that 
the Republican Party had to publicly answer for its actions, on the record. 
Voters who care about the damage guns are doing to our country now have 
the facts, and they can be expected to hold accountable all Lake County 
Republican candidates, because all of these candidates are benefiting from 
and supporting a party that auctions off guns like carnival prizes.

Lake County Republicans Raffle Assault Rifle to Finance Campaigns
Continued from Page 1

Broadway?  Wait Until You See the Highland Park Players’ 
Production of The Pajama Game!

by Tom Recht

Sunday afternoon, October 22, I found myself at an absolutely 
terrific production of the stage musical, The Pajama Game. 
This great 1955 Tony Award winner has been brought back 
to glowing life by Highland Park Players at the Northbrook 
Theatre, so close to where I live that the excellence of the 
production was startling. 

Because the romantic comedy pits labor against management, 
and the finale celebrates the union’s obtaining a 7 ½ cent 
raise, Tenth Dems organized a group to see the show, with a 
director’s talk-back to follow.  The entire audience, including 
many hardcore Broadway musical aficionados, was vocally 
appreciative of the performance—nearly giddy with delight.

The story of a labor dispute at the Sleep-Tite Pajama Factory 
over a raise in hourly pay provides a neat backdrop for the 
romance between Sid, a new supervisor, and Babe, the head of 
the union grievance committee. Of course, it also contributes 
plenty of comic material for the other pajama factory 
employees – all oddballs of one sort or another. The songs are, 
every one of them, catchy and memorable, even to those who 
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may not have heard them before, although some will be surprised to hear old favorites they didn’t know were from this 
show. And if you’re looking for resonance with today’s issues, think not only of the fight to increase the minimum wage, but 
also of our growing awareness of sexual harassment in the workplace.
 
You won’t find many surprises in the plot, for we’ve all seen this one’s scaffolding a hundred times before—boy meets girl, 
boy loses girl, boy and girl reconcile and marry. So it’s up to the actors to bring these characters to life, and the Highland 
Park Players cast is brim-full of marvelous actor-singer-dancers who do just that. In the main roles, Trevor Vanderzee as Sid 
and Hannah Rose as Babe have fantastic voices and tons of charm. The secondary roles are all played by excellent character 
actors who evoke lots of laughter and sing beautifully too. And the entire ensemble does a remarkable job of nailing both 
the intricate choreography and multi-layered vocal arrangements.
 
Did I mention that there’s a live orchestra with 18 musicians? Led by musical director Aaron Kaplan, they’re terrific. 
The choreography by Dina DiCostanzo is outstanding, too. Costumes and sets are simple and perfect with a polished, 
professional look.  The director, Dominic Missimi, has done a highly commendable job of pulling all these parts together 
into a unified and compelling whole.

A Conviction Does Not Have to Be a Life Sentence
By Barbara Altman

On October 27, Waukegan’s Coalition to Reduce Recidivism held its 14th Annual Luncheon, and Tenth Dems was 
there to support the Coalition and its work.  The Coalition, of which Tenth Dems is a member, helps ex-offenders 
(returning citizens) attend school and obtain employment and other assistance that will allow them to turn their 
lives around and avoid re-offending.  Speakers at the luncheon shared success stories, among them several people 
who have turned their lives around, overcoming addiction, convictions, or arrests to build productive lives.  These 
returning citizens’ testimony was moving, indeed.

Even when criminal charges are dropped, or there is an arrest but no charges, or there is a verdict of “not guilty,” 
a record often follows the arrestee to impede his or her career or housing options. To help clear away such 
impediments, the Coalition sponsored an event during the luncheon to expunge and seal such records, and 

Continued on Page 5
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A Conviction Does Not Have to Be a Life Sentence

Tenth Dems recruited several volunteer lawyers and 
paralegals to assist.  Many people with arrests and/
or convictions met with these Tenth Dems volunteers 
to begin the process of clearing their records, where 
legally possible.  According to the Coalition Luncheon 
program, “A 2011 study found that putting 100 formerly 
incarcerated persons back to work would increase their 
lifetime earnings by $55 million, increase their income 
tax contributions by $1.9 million, and boost sales tax 
revenues by $770,000, all while saving more than $2 
million annually by keeping them out of the criminal 
justice system.”

Congress Watch: Your Democratic Representatives 
Are Your Voice in Congress By Dr. Laurence D. Schiller

Amidst the seemingly daily reports of the despicable agenda of 
Congressional Republicans, we tend to overlook the amazing and 
positive efforts of our own Senators Tammy Duckworth and Dick 
Durbin and Congressman Brad Schneider to promote an agenda that 
reflects 10th District values and will actually help most Americans. 
All three of them have been very active in trying to protect our 
Constitutional rights and our environment, keep the government 
transparent, pass sensible and responsible gun safety measures, protect 
our healthcare, work for fair tax reform, and much more. Here is but a 

To counter the Trump Administration’s deliberate, year-long efforts to 
undermine the Affordable Care Act (ACA or Obamacare), Senator Dick 
Durbin released a new report which details the Trump administration’s 
actions and the impact of this sabotage on patients and families in Illinois. 
“1,000 Cuts: A Report on the Trump Administration’s Health Care Sabotage” 
highlights the steps President Trump has taken since Inauguration Day to 
undermine and create uncertainty in our healthcare system, including his 
executive order and the termination of cost-sharing reduction payments. At 
the same time, Sen. Durbin also highlighted resources included in the report to assist Illinois consumers 
signing up for healthcare for next year, something the Trump Administration has been trying to discourage 
people from doing.

Senators Dick Durbin and Tammy Duckworth joined a letter to the Republican Office of Management 
and Budget Director Mick Mulvaney, a Trump appointee, calling for $300 million for the Great Lakes 

sampling of the incredible work they have been doing for us recently:

In the Senate:

v

v
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Restoration Initiative (GLRI) to be included in the Fiscal Year 2019 budget 
request.  

“Now is not the time to scale back our nation’s commitment to restore the 
Great Lakes environment and economy,” wrote the senators. “Because of the 
partnership we have with federal agencies our region is making progress and 
seeing results. The GLRI is a locally driven restoration effort and its success 
depends on the collaboration between all levels of government and with 
industrial, commercial, and non-governmental partners. We again ask that 
you include $300 million for the GLRI in next year’s budget request.” 

Following the Trump Administration’s announcement on September 5, 2017,
 that it would end the Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) 
program, Senator Dick Durbin came to the Senate floor to call on Republican 
leaders in Congress to bring the bipartisan Dream Act to the floor for a vote. 
This bi-partisan bill was introduced last summer to allow immigrant students 
who grew up in the United States to earn lawful permanent residence and 
eventually American citizenship. So many of these young people have already 
proven themselves to be assets to this country and we need to allow them to be a permanent part of it.

U.S. Senators Dick Durbin and Tammy Duckworth joined 26 of their Senate colleagues to announce the 
introduction of the Background Check Expansion Act (S. 2009), which will expand federal background checks 
to the sale or transfer of all firearms by private sellers, with certain reasonable exceptions. Under current law, 
unlicensed or private sellers are not required to conduct a background check prior to transferring a firearm. Polls 
show that 94 percent of Americans want all sellers of firearms to have background checks, something which 
would close the loopholes for purchases at gun shows and on the internet. Our Illinois Senators recognize that 
America has a gun violence problem, and this is an important and common sense step to help solve that crisis.  
The Senate should pass this bill.

To protect Americans’ drinking water from the kind of adulteration that poisoned so much of the water in Flint, 
Michigan, Senator Tammy Duckworth sponsored “A bill to amend the 
Safe Drinking Water Act to improve transparency under the national 
primary drinking water regulations for lead and copper, and for other 
purposes.” (S. 2000). While the GOP attempts to bury what happened in 
Flint and scapegoat a few officials, Sen. Duckworth wants to make sure 
that this cannot happen again by making the law more transparent.

Both Senators Duckworth and Durbin cosponsored S. 1985, “A bill to repeal the rules issued by the Department 
of the Treasury, the Department of Labor, and the Department of Health and Human Services entitled ‘Religious 
Exemptions and Accommodations for Coverage of Certain Preventive 
Services Under the Affordable Care Act’ and ‘Moral Exemptions and 
Accommodations for Coverage of Certain Preventive Services Under the 
Affordable Care Act.’” This bill is a critical check on the Republican assault 
on the separation of Church and State and is designed to prevent 
discrimination against any American based on the stated religious 
preferences of the service provider.

Senators Duckworth and Durbin continued their opposition to the Muslim ban imposed by President Trump by 
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Are Your Voice in Congress

cosponsoring S. 1979, “A bill to block the implementation of certain presidential actions that restrict individuals 
from certain countries from entering the United States.” This bill would buttress federal court rulings preventing 
the unconstitutional banning of entire classes of people based on country of origin and/or religion.

Senator Dick Durbin introduced legislation to reduce gun violence by 
cracking down on thefts from federally-licensed firearms dealers. The 
Safety Enhancements for Communities Using Reasonable and Effective 
(SECURE) Firearm Storage Act addresses the growing prevalence of gun 
thefts from federally-licensed firearms dealers.   In 2016, these gun dealers 
reported 558 burglaries, an increase of 48 percent since 2012. A total of 7,488 
guns were reported stolen during these burglaries, an increase of 73 percent 
since 2012.  These stolen guns frequently end up being used in crime; one 
study found that between 2010 and 2015 over 9,700 guns recovered in crimes 
had been reported as lost or stolen from gun dealers. In July, Congressman Brad Schneider introduced a 
companion measure (H.R. 3361) in the House.

Congressman Brad Schneider, with colleagues from New York and California, introduced the Multiple Firearm 
Sales Reporting Modernization Act (H.R. 4025). If Republicans beholden to 
the gun lobby did not block this commonsense measure, the bill would require 
a federal firearms licensee to report the sale of two or more long guns, 
including semi-automatic rifles such as the AR-15 and the AK-47, within a 
five-day period. There is already a provision in the federal code that requires 
gun dealers to report the sale of two or more handguns within that period, 
and there is no reason to exclude long arms or semi-automatic weapons of the 
type stockpiled by the Las Vegas mass murderer.

In order to protect LBGTQ students, Congressman Schneider introduced H.R. 4098, “To amend the 
Communications Act of 1934 to prohibit schools and libraries that receive universal service support from 
blocking Internet access to lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, and queer resources, and for other purposes.” “The 
internet can be a critical source of information and support for LGBTQ youth, especially in moments of need,” 
said Schneider. “No American should be prevented from accessing potentially life-saving resources because of 
their sexual orientation or gender identity. I’m proud to introduce this legislation to ensure LGBTQ individuals 
are not prevented from getting help at important moments – whether asking health questions, responding to 
bullying, or seeking support to come out to family and friends.” 

Brad Schneider and seven other members of the Illinois congressional delegation urged the preservation of the 
state and local tax (SALT) deduction in any proposed federal tax reform. Schneider has been working hard to 
prevent Republicans from stripping key deductions that have benefited the middle and working class. SALT is 
one such critical deduction that needs to be preserved.

Congressman Brad Schneider and Senator Tammy Duckworth joined Zion Mayor Al Hill to announce the 
Sensible, Timely Relief for America’s Nuclear Districts’ Economic Development (STRANDED) Act. (H.R. 
3970). This new legislation aims to address the impacts of stranded nuclear waste by incentivizing economic 
development and providing federal assistance for communities like Zion. The Zion Nuclear Power Station that 
is located on valuable lakefront property has housed more than 1,020 metric tons of spent nuclear fuel since the 
plant’s closure in 1998.

v

v

v

v
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Congressman Brad Schneider praised the passage of new sanctions on Iran’s ballistic missiles program (H.R. 1698), 
as well as legislation that will limit the ability of Iran’s proxy, Hizballah, to finance terror and recruit followers 
(H.R. 3229). Amendments offered by Schneider during markups of these two bills in the House Foreign Affairs 
Committee were included in them. In conjunction with these actions, Schneider announced the introduction of 
bipartisan legislation (H.R. 4012) to require a National Intelligence Estimate (NIE) on Iran’s support for proxy 
forces.  The bill would also require the Administration to report to Congress with a strategy to prevent Iran from 
expanding its power in Syria and Lebanon. “Iran is a very bad actor in a volatile region, and the United States and 
our allies must stand up to their destabilizing activities,” said Schneider. “A National Intelligence Estimate (NIE) is 
an important step to understanding the full extent of Iran’s support for proxy forces, as well as toward developing a 
comprehensive strategy to limit Iran’s malign influence.” (Schneider press release).

Senators Duckworth and Durbin and 
Congressman Schneider also have led on 
legislation to help small business cyber security, 
restore Pell Grants, provide student loan relief, 
protect the environment, and more. Our 
Democratic senators and congressman actively 
opposed the disastrous Republican plans to repeal 
the ACA and to make deep cuts in Medicare and 
other social programs.   In addition, Senators 
Duckworth and Durbin have actively opposed 
the terrible nominees of the Trump 
Administration.  

Not every American is as fortunate as those of us who live in the 10th District.  We have leaders who stand up for 
progressive, commonsense values.  We need them to continue to represent us well in Washington, particularly as 
Republicans like Donald Trump and Paul Ryan try to take us backwards.

Despair or Optimism? Tenth Dems and Moraine Township 
Democrats Co-Sponsor Let’s Talk Politics By Maxine Bonn

Tenth Dems and Moraine Township Democrats held another in the Let’s Talk Politics series on October 2 in 
Highland Park.  The event was at a local restaurant, Mizuki Grill; and many came early to enjoy dinner together. 
Let’s Talk Politics events, part of Tenth Dems University (TDU), allow Democrats to get together to talk current 
events and hot political topics.  And these days, the discussion inevitably is about Trump.

Dr. Davis Schneiderman, associate dean of the faculty and professor of English at Lake Forest College, 
moderated, with the assistance of Dr. Laurie Schiller, dean of TDU.  

Coming right after the mass killings in Las Vegas, the talk started with gun rights.  Several of those attending 
discussed the obstacles posed by the NRA to rational regulation.  Some pointed out that the NRA is funded 
primarily by gun manufacturers. The fewer the regulations, the more guns they can sell. The more guns they can 
sell, then the more difficult it is to implement gun safety legislation.   Others suggested a user or utility tax on 
guns (similar to fees charged for drivers’ licenses).

One participant urged that Democrats make an effort to reach Americans who feel strongly about preserving 
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Second Amendment rights but who may also agree with reasonable regulation of firearms.  It is important not 
to alienate sensible gun rights voters.  It was also suggested that gun rights will eventually be a risk management 
issue.  With enough lawsuits, even insurers will want stronger gun controls.  As someone pointed out, before this 
can happen Congress would have to repeal current legislative protections against liability for gun manufacturers.
The discussion turned to 2018 and 2020. Some 
pointed out the importance of continuing protests 
and issue-oriented communication to legislators.   
Keeping up financial contributions to local and 
national Democratic organizations is essential.  
Volunteering is as important as giving money, as is 
marching and participating in demonstrations. 
 
One speaker stressed the value of donating dollars 
early in a campaign and not waiting until the 
candidate is “established.”  Donating early helps 
candidates gain traction.  This is the philosophy of 
the highly successful organization, EMILY’S List 
(acronym for Early Money Is Like Yeast), which 
raises dollars for Democratic women running for 
office.  There was a reminder that Democrats will 
need to financially fight the Koch brothers’ 
influence.  Someone else opined that 
gerrymandering by Republicans is also a barrier to 
Democratic electoral successes—not to mention 
voter suppression laws.

Participants also discussed how Tenth Dems puts together activities around a political theme, including high 
school poetry and prose contests, social justice sing-alongs, theater parties, and other events.  Activities like these 
develop political cohesion.   

When Democrats get together these days, they ask, how did Trump happen?  What did we do wrong?  One 
person asked why people who are economically challenged support Trump’s policies.  Why do they support 
Trump’s regressive healthcare policies, when those policies work in their worst interest?   There was further 
discussion about whether Democrats have lost on messaging.  Should Democrats have conveyed a consistent 
message on all the issues? 

At the end of the evening, Savannah, a high school freshman who has been accompanying her mother to protests 
and demonstrations since she was small, urged us all to keep fighting.  “Even snowflakes, enough of them taken 
together, can cause an avalanche,” she observed. 

REMINDER:  Tenth Dems is looking for volunteers to manage projects -- some small, some large.   If you have 
any interest in giving us a few hours a week to help with upcoming 2018 elections (e.g., as Membership Chair) 
email us at tenthdems.org or call 847-266-VOTE (8683).

Despair or Optimism? Tenth Dems and Moraine Township 
Democrats Co-Sponsor Let’s Talk Politics

Continued from Page 8

Paid for by the Illinois Tenth Congressional District Democrats (www.tenthdems.org) 

• 9 •

http://tenthdems.org
http://www.tenthdems.org

