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15th Annual Women’s Power Lunch Draws 
Another Enthusiastic Crowd

Political Analyst David Yepsen Sparks Capacity TDU Crowd to 
Lively Exchange
By Laurence D. Schiller

The atmosphere was electric the evening of May 18, as Tenth Dems 
University Dean Sharon Sanders and Managing Vice-Chair Barbara 
Altman introduced David Yepsen to a standing-room-only crowd at the 
Northbrook Public Library.  

Mr. Yepsen, who was keynote speaker at the Tenth Dems Annual 
Awards Dinner in 2015, served as the chief political reporter for The 
Des Moines Register, where he worked for 34 years, and is the current 
Director of the Paul Simon Public Policy Institute housed at Southern 
Illinois University Carbondale. 

Yepsen maintains strict political independence.  He began his remarks 
by characterizing this election as perhaps the most interesting and 
strange in recent history, with both parties divided.  In his opinion, 
though, the GOP is undergoing a real civil war, whereas the Democrats, 
while passionate for each of their candidates, will most likely unite 
behind the eventual nominee. 

away, he cautioned that unpredictable outside factors, such as ISIS’s 
actions, could have an enormous impact.

Next, Yepsen ticked off the election positives of Donald Trump and 
Hillary Clinton, whom he considers the all-but-presumptive Demo-
cratic nominee.

Factors that could lead to a Trump victory include:
• Electorate’s fear and anger
• Hillary’s negatives

By Leslie Lipschultz

Hillary Clinton is a Jan Fan – along with the 1,500 
women and “a few dedicated men” who attended 
Representative Jan Schakowsky’s 15th Annual 
Ultimate Women’s Power Lunch at the Chicago 
Hilton on May 9.  Once again, Tenth Dems 
showed up in force to support our close friend and 
neighboring Congresswoman.

Following Congresswoman Schakowsky’s remarks 
about the “challenges” of the forthcoming election 
with Donald Trump as the likely Republican 
nominee – and all this implied – attendees cheered 
as Secretary Clinton’s image and voice filled the 

continued on page 4

Political Analyst David Yepsen

Keynote speaker Mary Kay Henry with Hon. 
Lauren Beth Gash and Rep. Jan Schakowsky.

Community Connection office in 
Waukegan hosting an open house: 

Saturday evening, June 18, during 
ArtWauk. Details on page 6.

continued on page 

continued on page 7 

Yepsen observed that the media, in-
cluding himself, has misunderstood 
the Trump phenomenon.  As a result, 
he feels cautious about predicting the 
outcome of the fall election, warn-
ing that the Democrats would have 
to work hard to beat Trump.  Noting 
that the election is still many months 
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Times, 4/28/16).

Why would Double-Talk Dold make noises about advocating cam-
paign finance reform while sponsoring legislation designed to protect 
dark money?  Could it be because he benefits from right-wing outside 
money?   Open Secrets reports that the New Prosperity Foundation, 
a group connected to the funding of the infamous swift-boating cam-
paign against John Kerry (http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2010/09/29/
new-prosperity-foundation-bush-pioneers_n_743378.html), has donat-
ed $70,000 to Bob Dold so far this year (http://www.opensecrets.org/
pacs/indexpend.php?cmte=C00488494&cycle=2016).

And why shouldn’t the billionaires who fund the Republican Party fun-
nel their money to Dold?  Double-Talk Dold has spent his career as a 
Republican operative, and just last fall he signed a secret contract with 
the GOP pledging to support the Republican Party’s national agenda 
(See The Washington Post, 9/3/15).

So if you like Citizens United and what it’s done to our politics, Dold’s 
your man.  On the other hand, if you favor more public financing of 
elections, curbs on corporate spending, and safeguards against foreign 
money in our politics, it’s time to become an active supporter of Demo-
crat Brad Schneider. 

Brad, along with nearly every other Democrat, consistently has called 
for Citizens United to be overturned.  And if you favor full disclosure 
of donors to political groups and the elimination of dark money in poli-
tics, Brad’s also your man.  

Note to Bob Dold:  The people of the 10th District deserved better. 
They’ll get it when they vote in November to replace you.

CONGRESS WATCH: 
DOUBLE-TALK DOLD PUSHES FOR MORE DARK MONEY IN POLITICS

Republican Bob Dold is pushing forward a bill in Congress that would 
eliminate the need for shadowy outside groups to disclose the identi-
ties of their donors. Nondisclosure of donors, in turn, would make it 
easier for right-wing ideologues like Karl Rove and the Koch Brothers 
to run misleading smear campaigns, like the one that “swift boated” 
John Kerry, without anyone knowing who’s behind them.

The Supreme Court’s Citizens United decision opened the floodgates to 
corporate campaign contributions, but at least the decision left in place 
a requirement that the sources of donations be disclosed.  Now, Double-
Talk Dold is using his position in Congress to make things even worse. 
The bill in question, co-sponsored by another Illinois Republican, Peter 
Roskam, would eliminate mandatory disclosure of Super PAC donors 
-- expanding Citizens United so broadly that we might as well let the 
billionaire Koch brothers run our government. 

With corporations considered “people” and their money considered 
“speech,” the most powerful corporations in America were given free 
rein to spend their cash on misleading attack ads to effectively buy 
elections—but at least we can find out who’s paying for the smears.  
The legislation Dold is pushing would eliminate even that safeguard.

For years, Dold has been trying to have it both ways—which is why 
it’s apt to refer to him as Double-Talk Dold.  Knowing that Citizens 
United is unpopular in the moderate 10th Congressional District, about 
a week before Election Day in 2012 Dold told The New York Times that 
Congress should “do something to dilute the effect of the decision.” 
(The New York Times 10/23/12) But just this month, while news outlets 
were focused on the presidential primaries, Dold quietly helped ad-
vance the Roskam bill that would eliminate the requirement for outside 

groups, including Karl 
Rove’s Crossroads GPS, 
to disclose the identities 
of their donors, even to 
the government. 

The bill Dold is push-
ing forward allows such 
groups to “work from the 
shadows” (The New York 

Brothers Charles and David Koch

Karl Rove
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9th Annual Botterman Breakfast Draws Democratic Notables

On May 15, the Northwest Suburban (Wheeling and Palatine Town-
ship) Democrats hosted the 9th Annual Patrick S. Botterman Leader-
ship Award Breakfast at the Chevy Chase Country Club in Wheeling.  
Tenth Dems was well represented as this year’s Patrick S. Botterman 
Leadership Award was presented to Carl Camacho.  Kim Foxx, Dem-
ocratic candidate for Cook County State’s Attorney, was the special 
guest speaker.

Left, Botterman Award 
recipient Carl Camacho 
with Democratic State 
Rep. nominee Theresa 
Mahand and Chicago 
Alderwoman Susan 
Sadlowski Garzai; 
below, State Senator 
Julie Morrison, 
Illinois Treasurer Mike 
Frerichs, and Highland 
Park Mayor Nancy 
Rotering

Laddi Singh with 
Democratic 
State Rep. 
nominee 
Theresa Mah

continued on next page

Brad Schneider, 
Democratic candidate 
for Congress, 10th 
Congressional 
District, with 
Amanda Howland, 
Democratic candidate 
for Congress, 6th 
Congressional District
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9th Annual Botterman Breakfast Draws Democratic Notables
continued from previous page

Left, State Representative 
Elaine Nekritz with 
Laddi Singh; center, Kim 
Foxx, candidate for Cook 
County State’s Attorney; 
right, Laddi Singh with 
State Sen. Laura Murphy

• Great strength among blue collar non-college white male voters
• An apparent global turn to the right politically
• Racism and sexism influencing certain voters
• Hillary’s email issue
• Trump’s being a good closer
• How difficult it is for one party to get a third term in the White

House, something that’s happened only once since the end of
World War II

On the other hand, the electoral math doesn’t work very well for the 
GOP.  The number of white, blue collar, non-college educated voters 
has been declining, and Trump is going to have to either find more of 
these people to bring into the electorate or mend fences with other parts 
of America’s increasingly diverse electorate.

Yepsen’s list of factors that argue for a Clinton victory includes:
• Democrats have an easier electoral path than Republicans, starting

with 253 electoral votes vs. only 191 sure Republican votes.
• Hillary is running in effect for a third term for Barack Obama, and

President Obama’s approval rating has been rising.  At 52 percent 
right now, it equals that of Ronald Reagan at the same time in his 
second term.

• Even if it’s true that Clinton has difficulty energizing voters,
Trump has energized African Americans, Hispanics, women, and 
others to vote against him.

• Although Clinton has high unfavorables, Trump’s are significantly
higher, and two-thirds of those who have an unfavorable opinion 
of Clinton still say she is qualified to be President.

• Despite the high emotions right now among Sanders supporters,
the Democratic Party is much more united than the GOP.

• A spirited question-and-answer period followed Yepsen’s remarks,
going on for more than 40 minutes. Topics touched on ran the 
gamut from how to interpret the polls, the extent of media bias, the 
amount of free media publicity Trump has enjoyed, and Trump’s 
mastery of “new media” like Twitter, to the issues between Sand-
ers supporters and some party leaders and whether or not the “not 

Political Analyst David Yepsen Sparks Capacity TDU Crowd to 
Lively Exchange continued from front page

Clinton” Democrats are likely to come out and vote for her when 
push comes to shove in November. 

Yepsen, who does programs like this frequently, remarked about the 
exceptionally high level of participation.  “I’ve never had a group so 
interesting and knowledgeable,” he said.

At the start of the evening, Tenth News designer Michael del Rosario, 
a high school student, talked briefly about the Tenth Dems summer 
internship program.  Just before the Q and A period, Delio Calzolari, 
the Associate Director of the Paul Simon Public Policy Institute, talked 
about the late Jeanne Hurley Simon and the scholarship established in 
her memory.

After opening 
remarks by 
Tenth Dems 
Managing Vice-
Chair Barbara 
Altman, volunteer 
and Tenth News 
designer Michael 
del Rosario, and 
TDU Dean Sharon 
Sanders, David 
Yepsen begins his 
remarks. (photo by 
Karen Singer)

continued on next page



5

Political Analyst David Yepsen Sparks Capacity TDU Crowd to 
Lively Exchange continued from page 4

Barbara Altman and Laurie Schiller go over the evening’s agenda

Barbara Altman makes opening remarks

Just a segment of the evening’s standing-room-only audience

Tenth Dems leaders Karen Singer and Communications Chair Ron 
Schwartz  with interns getting ready to hand out Hillary Clinton and 
Bernie Sanders campaign buttons (one per person, please)

Roger Baron

Michael del Rosario 
describes Tenth Dems 
summer internship 
opportunities
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Community Connection Hosting Volunteer Meeting and 
Participating in ArtWauk

Warren Township Democrats Help with Spring Highway Clean-up 

Join Tenth Dems for our Open House during Waukegan’s month-
ly ArtWauk on June 18 at our Community Connection office, 
118 N. Genesee in Waukegan. Come at 5 pm and participate in a 
grassroots political strategy session. Then stay and socialize with 
like-minded Democrats.

Come for the conversation and enjoy the refreshments. It’s fun 
and a great way to energize fellow Democrats. We need volun-
teers to help set up at 4:30 pm and to greet visitors during our 
5-8 pm Open House. For more information or to attend, email 
events@tenthdems.org or call (847) 266-VOTE (8683).

ArtWauk is the monthly art event in Waukeg-
an that celebrates the city’s growing art com-
munity. It takes place every third Saturday 
from 5 pm to 10 pm. Neighboring shops and 
vendors in the downtown lakefront area sur-
rounding the historic Genesee Theatre stay 
open, creating a festive atmosphere. We’ll 
have a great spot--the famous theatre is right 
across the street from our office.

Hope to see you there!

The Warren Township Democrats (WTD) held its semi-
annual highway cleanup on Saturday, May 21. Nick 
Ciko, Democratic State Representative candidate for the 
61st District, and John Idleburg, Democratic candidate 
for Lake County Board, District 4, joined the Adopt-A-
Highway effort. 

The group spent the beautiful day cleaning Stearns 
School Road between Dilley’s Road and Route 41 in 
Gurnee. WTD will hold a similar cleanup this fall.

Pictured, l. to r., John Idleburg, Jim Neel, Paula Clauser, 
Nick Ciko, Bob Drake, Sandy Orr.
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15th Annual Women’s Power Lunch continued from front page 

room. She thanked us for being Jan Fans, as she is.  

An outspoken supporter of Secretary Clinton’s presidential bid, the 
Congresswoman also had kind words for Senator Bernie Sanders.  
“Bernie Sanders has played a major role in defining the debate in this 
campaign. His populist economic message has ignited great enthusiasm, 
and brought many young voters into the process, influenced Hillary and 
made her a better candidate,” Schakowsky said.

Another feature of this year’s luncheon was the introduction of a number 
of congressional candidates from around the country who shared 
their personal stories and the specific challenges of running in their 
communities. And the 10th District’s own Brad Schneider spoke about 
his quest to regain the seat he lost to Republican Bob Dold in 2014.

The keynote speaker, Mary Kay Henry, International President of the 
two-million-member Service Employees International Union (SEIU), 
inspired the group with stories about workers who courageously risked 
their jobs to fight for a living wage for themselves and their families. 
Mary Kay asked for a show of hands as to which of us could have 
imagined it possible that, in 2016, we would be talking about even the 
possibility of a $15 an hour federal minimum wage. Only a few indicated 
they had anticipated this potentially exciting development.

As always, the event reminded us all of why we are Democrats and what 
we can accomplish when we work together to achieve our goals.

By Steven Gan

We all know the famous line in the lyrics of the song, “The Gambler” 
by Kenny Rogers: “You’ve got to know when to hold ’em/Know 
when to fold ‘em….” Sadly, Governor McCrory, the poster child for 
affirming bigotry and discrimination against the transgender minority in 
his state of North Carolina, apparently is unfamiliar with these lines. 

If McCrory could have predicted the fallout that would be produced 
by legislation barring transgendered people from using the bathroom 
associated with the gender with which they identify, perhaps he would 
have hesitated to sign the bill. I say “perhaps,” because he certainly 
should have witnessed the immense pushback to other similar laws 
passed or about to be passed in neighboring states. 

But as it turned out, with pure ignorance about what it means for 
someone to be transgender, McCrory’s Republican cohorts who 
dominate the North Carolina state legislature passed a bill that he 

You Never Know Who You’ll Meet
By Jeanine Chyna

I am new to Tenth Dems and have not attended many political 
luncheons the size of Jan Schakowsky’s Power Lunch. 

I signed up for this year’s after coming across an invitation to the 
event on the Tenth Dems Facebook page, including an offer to sit at 
a table with Lauren Beth Gash. As someone who usually has the only 
Democratic yard sign in my entire neighborhood, I figured it would 
be a chance to hear some interesting speeches and sit among like-
minded women.

What I was unprepared for (wait, that was Lisa Madigan I just shook 
hands with?) were the prominent speakers and attendees sitting in the 
audience alongside fellow Democrats, all united with the common 
goal of winning in November (hello Raja [Krishnamoorthi], nice to 
meet you!).

We are fortunate to have so many qualified Democratic candidates 
(Brad [Schneider], the seat is ours again in November) in the 10th  
(Mayor Nancy [Rotering], I enjoyed your speech at the Tenth Dems 
Lake Forest College forum), so it was eye-opening to hear from 
congressional candidates from Las Vegas, Ann Arbor, and Iowa about 
the challenges they face in their districts (Josina [Morita]and Kim 
[Foxx] – I recognize you from your campaign literature in the Tenth 
Dems office).

When Congresswoman Jan spoke about the chills she felt when 
imagining the Supreme Court once Hillary is President (I’d recognize 
Treasurer Mike [Frerichs] anywhere), I also felt a chill as I thought 
about a Court that would rule on issues that would affect my children’s 
children (hey, that’s Toni [Preckwinkle] at the next table).

Also sitting at our table was Jeanne, a recent Facebook friend I 
hadn’t yet met in person and Corrine [Pierog], an Illinois State Senate 
candidate from St. Charles running against the dairy magnate. 

Oh, and Hillary Clinton spoke, too—well, via video, but still….

I hope you’ll consider joining the Tenth Dems at future events.  You 
never know who you may meet!

A Personal Perspective:
North Carolina’s Governor Doubles Down on Discriminatory Bathroom Legislation 

Bob Dold has voted repeatedly to cut federal aid 
to education, including Pell Grant scholarships for 
low- and middle-income Americans.

In  the Doldrums

continued on next page
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A Personal Perspective:
North Carolina’s Governor Doubles Down on Discriminatory Bathroom Legislation 

continued from page 7

lacked the courage to veto, and so, in March, McCrory signed the 
bathroom bill (formally known as HB2) into law. And now, McCrory 
is faced every day with dealing with the business, political, social, and 
economic backlash. 

What most boggles my mind is how McCrory has blamed the 
Democrats in his state for causing this uproar and his accompanying 
woes. McCrory recently said to Jake Tapper of CNN, “We didn’t 
think there was a problem at all until the Democrats brought this up in 
Charlotte. We didn’t need a bathroom law. We never have asked for a 
bathroom law.”  

McCrory’s reference to Democrats in Charlotte goes back to the 
origin of HB2, which was hastily passed in reaction to a Charlotte city 
ordinance.  According to Politifact, the Charlotte ordinance that HB2 
nullified simply expanded existing protections for race, color, religion 
and national origin to also cover marital and familial status, sexual 
orientation, and gender identity and expression.  

Rather than backpedaling and pressuring the right-wing Republicans 
in his legislature to rescind the legislation, at the risk of losing some 
face, McCrory has chosen to dig in his heels deeper and deeper. So 
now, instead of dealing with all of the regular day-to-day problems of 
running his state, as of May 9, McCrory and U.S. Attorney General 
Loretta Lynch are locked in dueling lawsuits regarding HB2. 

At a press conference, Attorney General Lynch explained that HB2 
violates federal civil rights legislation.  “This is about a great deal more 
than bathrooms. This is about the dignity and respect we accord our 
fellow citizens, and the laws we as citizens and a country have enacted 
to protect them. It is about the founding ideals that have led this 
country, haltingly, but inexorably in the direction of fairness, inclusion, 
and equality for all Americans,” Lynch said. 

The federal government’s complaint specifically targets the provision of 
the North Carolina law “requiring public agencies to deny transgender 
persons access to multiple-occupancy bathrooms and changing 
facilities consistent with their gender identity.” It seeks a declaratory 
judgment which, if granted, would declare HB2 discriminatory on 
its face and bar the state from enforcing the law immediately. In the 
meantime, as a penalty for violating civil rights laws, the University of 

North Carolina system stands to lose more than $1.4 billion in federal 
funds. 

Doubling down, McCrory called the Justice Department’s civil rights 
lawsuit “an insult.”  

“It’s an insult, and it’s a political statement instead of a legal statement. 
It’s an insult toward our state and 10 million people that has no 
relevance to this issue regarding whether a gender identity individual 
or a boy can go into a girl’s restroom – to correlate that to civil rights 
marches in the ’50s and ’60s is totally irresponsible of our chief legal 
officer of the United States of America,” McCrory told CNN’s Jake 
Tapper (http://www.towleroad.com/2016/05/pat-mccrory-insult/).

Ironically, North Carolina Attorney General Roy Cooper, a Democrat 
who happens to be running against McCrory for Governor of North 
Carolina, has said he won’t defend the state against the Justice 
Department’s lawsuit because he thinks the new law is discriminatory 
and “a national embarrassment.” 

So let me get this straight. The Democrats in Charlotte, North Carolina, 
tried to be inclusive of the transgender community by expanding a 
nondiscrimination ordinance to allow transgender individuals to use 
the bathroom that matches their gender identity, but Republicans in the 
state legislature usurped that ordinance by passing their own statewide 
law that marginalizes transgender individuals, not only by preventing 
them from using the washroom of their choice but also by likening 
them to men who would dress up as women for the sake of entering a 

women’s washroom to molest 
little girls (if there even were 
such a thing). Got it. 

And with all of the fallout, 
McCrory is essentially crying, 
“Poor little me, I never wanted 
this mess in the first place.” 

Let’s keep our fingers crossed 
that the political result of this 
debacle will be McCrory’s 
loss of his bid to be reelected 
Governor of North Carolina in 
November.  Given McCrory’s 
“I’m the victim here” mentality, 
the people of North Carolina 
just may wake up and elect 
someone who knows “when to 
fold ’em.”
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A Reality Check for Trump Voters
By Jack Altschuler

You’re flashing the bird at the “establishment”—the authority figures, 
the big money kids, the guys in the expensive suits and power ties. They 
have been screwing you for so long that you can’t even remember when 
you weren’t being screwed. You have no recollection of the last time 
anyone from any establishment said something that didn’t ring phony. 
You’re mad as hell and you’re not going to take it anymore.

Got it. You’re right - you are being screwed.

And you’re being screwed in ways you might not realize.

Because the crazies with the megaphones have been tweaking your nose 
over immigration, God, guns, and gays. They’ve been fanning your 
flames with absolutist junk like, “You’re either with us or you’re not an 
American,” and they have made your blood boil. And all the time they 
were doing their misdirection trickery they were picking your pocket.

It started with Reagan’s “supply-side economics,” which was supposed 
to “trickle down” wealth to you from the fat cats. How’s that been 
working for you?

The answer is that it’s not working at all, because the fat cats kept it all 
for themselves. And they’re still keeping it and protecting their rights 
to keep their claws deeply embedded in your wallet, thanks to the laws 
your legislators enacted that created tax breaks only for already wealthy 
people. You didn’t catch even a little break.

They told you that it was all about jobs, jobs, jobs. That sounded good. 
Then they defeated every attempt at job-creating legislation except the 
one for vets. And the Republicans had to be shamed into passing that.

That’s right: They distracted you with tweaky social issues while they ate 
your lunch. And they’re still eating your lunch.

Just get this: Donald J. Trump has been and is an integral part of the 
establishment misdirection scheme that got your pocket picked. His 
claws are holding your cash and he’s proposed cutting taxes even more 
for the rich kids—but not for you. Trump won’t be trickling any money 
down to you.

You know a phony when you see one, even if he sounds like a really 
good circus sideshow barker. So, when November comes around, put 
your hand on your wallet and keep it there as you vote.

Paid for by the Illinois Tenth Congressional District Democrats (www.tenthdems.org) and not authorized by any candidate or candidate’s 
committee. Contributions are not tax deductible. Federal law requires us to use our best efforts to collect and report the name, address, 
occupation and name of employer of individuals whose contributions exceed $200 in a calendar year. Corporate contributions are not allowed.

State Senator Julie Morrison Sponsors Bill to Limit Access to 
Firearms by People Struggling with Mental Illness
A plan by State Senator Julie Morrison (D-29th) ensuring individuals 
with mental illness do not have access to firearms passed out of the 
Senate in late April.

“Individuals struggling with mental illness should in no way have access 
to firearms,” Morrison said. “Guarding against guns getting in the wrong 
hands is as important for the safety of the general public as it is for the 
safety of the individual with mental illness.”

Currently, Illinois law requires circuit court clerks to relay information to 
the Illinois State Police when a person passes through the court system 
and is deemed to have a mental disability or is involuntarily committed 
to a mental institution. The information is used to ensure FOID (firearms 
owner identification) cards, which are required to legally own a firearm 
in Illinois, are not administered.  But this information is not always sent 
forward.

Morrison’s proposal, contained in Senate Bill 2213, would ensure the 
state police are receiving information from every Illinois county by 
requiring circuit court clerks to report bi-annually if no person has been 
adjudicated as a person with a mental disability or if no person has been 
involuntarily admitted.

“While Illinois’ mental health reporting laws are strong, we must ensure 

the process is actually working to protect the public’s safety,” Morrison 
said.  Her bill establishes “a good check and balance,” she explained, 
because it would create better communication between circuit courts and 
state police. 

The bill is now on its way to the House for consideration.

Mark Kirk voted to block funding for the President’s 
new Clean Water Rules.  

O ff the Mark

And speaking of 
polluted water, 
Kirk also voted 
against funding 
the clean-up of 
Flint’s water 
system.


