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10th District Unity Event Helps Kick off 
Schneider Campaign

Young Writers Do Justice to Poetry and Prose
by Adrienne Kirshbaum

What would you say if you were asked to write about “Justice,” about 
what the word means to you and how it has impacted your life?  That 
was the assignment given to the more than 200 high school students 
who entered Tenth Dems Community Connection’s 6th Annual Poetry 
and Prose Competition.  And on Thursday evening, April 21, at the 
Ramada Inn Waukegan/Gurnee, a sizable audience made up of fam-
ily, friends, and members of the community were privileged to hear 
readings of original poems and essays by a dozen or so of these bright, 
sensitive students.

Competition participants attend Waukegan, North Chicago, Zion-
Benton, and Cristo Rey St. Martin de Porres high schools.  They are 
freshmen, sophomores, juniors, and seniors.  They wrote about their 
own lives, the lives of others, things they’d seen, historical events, and 
events they’d only imagined.  Their writings revealed a social con-
science and sophistication far beyond their years.

A panel of published authors judged the entries blind i.e., stripped of 
author identifiers.  There were separate competitions for poetry and 
prose, with first, second, and third place prizewinners in each category 
awarded $150, $100, and $50, respectively.  Prizewinners also received 
framed certificates, as did six students who earned honorable mentions, 

On the evening of April 4, Tenth Dems 
cosponsored a Democratic Unity Event at 
the UAW Hall in Lincolnshire.  Speakers 
included 9th District Congresswoman Jan 
Schakowsky, a longtime friend of 10th 
District Democrats, and State Senators 
Daniel Biss, Melinda Bush, and Julie 
Morrison, all of whose districts are wholly 
or partially within the 10th Congressional 
District. Tenth Dems Founding Chair Lauren 
Beth Gash presided over the event as emcee.

The evening’s featured speaker was Brad 
Schneider, who is running to recapture 
the 10th Congressional District seat in the 
House.  Congresswoman Schakowsky set the 
tone for Brad by reciting just a few examples 
of the votes Republican incumbent Bob 
Dold has taken that are inconsistent with the 
values of 10th District residents:  

continued on page 8

continued on page 4

Alanna Phillips was awarded first place in poetry for “America?”

Angye Zamudio was awarded first place in prose for “Justice.”

• Dold voted multiple times to repeal the 
Affordable Care Act (Obamacare).

• Even though he claims to be pro-choice, when 

Congressional candidate Brad Schneider addresses 
a capacity crowd at the UAW Hall in Lincolnshire.

Save the Date! May 18
A Conversation with David Yepsen 

Details on page 14
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“Even as amended, [the bill] would restrict the FCC’s ability to take 
enforcement actions to protect consumers on issues where the FCC 
has received numerous consumer complaints. The bill also would ham-
string the FCC’s public interest authority to review transactions. H.R. 
2666 also could limit the Commission’s ability to address new practices 
and adapt its rules for a dynamic, fast-changing online marketplace.”

Sadly, this bill is typical of the kind of legislation that is being put for-
ward by the current do-nothing Republican-dominated Congress.  On 
the very day that the deadline passed for the House to do its job and 
pass a budget, Dold and his right-wing pals chose to pass anti-consum-
er legislation instead. 

Of course, Double Talk Dold didn’t bother to issue a press release or 
stand in front of a TV camera after this vote.  At the time, he was too 
busy starting off his general election campaign with a misleading at-
tack ad against his opponent, former Democratic Congressman Brad 
Schneider.

Double Talk Dold doesn’t always want his constituents to know what 
he is up to in Washington.   But readers of this column find out.  And 
so readers of this column and others who pay attention to what Dold 
is really doing in Washington know that we need to reject Republican 
games and elect Democrat Brad Schneider to represent 10th District 
values in Congress.

CONGRESS WATCH: 
DOLD JOINS REPUBLICAN HOUSE COLLEAGUES TO PASS 

ANTI-CONSUMER TELECOMMUNICATIONS BILL

By Laurence D. Schiller

On Friday, April 15th, while cable news was dominated by coverage of 
the previous night’s Democratic debate attended by almost 700 mem-
bers of the media, incumbent 10th District Congressman Bob Dold 
quietly voted with every other House Republican—and against every 
consumer who has home Internet service—to pass H.R. 2666.  

H.R. 2666 says:

“The Federal Communications Commission may not regulate the rates 
charged for broadband Internet access service…  The term regulation 
or regulate means…the use by the Commission of rulemaking or en-
forcement authority to establish, declare, or review the reasonableness 
of such rate.”

Bearing the usual harmless-sounding name Republicans assign to leg-
islation, this “No Rate Regulations of broadband Internet Access Act” 
doesn’t sound very alarming.  However, all but five Democrats in the 
House, including the entire Democratic delegation from Illinois, voted 
against the bill because it would hurt consumers by barring the Federal 
Communications Commission (FCC) from reviewing the reasonable-
ness of Internet provider charges.  The Obama administration also is-
sued a statement opposing the bill.

The bill was introduced by right-wing Republican lawmakers, led by 
its sponsor, Adam Kinzinger (R-IL).  Republicans are still angry about 
the FCC’s ruling in February 2015 that preserved Net Neutrality and 
barred Broadband companies from restricting public access to the In-
ternet unless they were paid special fees.

This recent anti-consumer move allows broadband telecommunica-
tions providers like AT&T, Comcast, and Time Warner Cable to charge 
consumers whatever the providers want to charge and to make sure 
that only those consumers who pay the highest rates will have access to 
high-speed Internet services. Moreover, the law would make it harder 
for consumers to voice complaints about unjust charges or practices. 
Stating its opposition to the bill, the administration notes that H.R. 
2666, “is overly broad….” and continues:

Bob Dold joined his fellow House Republicans to 
block passage of the Paycheck Fairness Act.

In  the Doldrums
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Continuing with her efforts to gain 
momentum to break the state budget impasse, 
Illinois Representative Carol Sente (D-59) 
organized a half-day event with a large group 
that included eight bipartisan, bicameral 
legislators, four budget experts, and six Lake 
County school superintendents.  The group 
spent the afternoon of March 28 discussing 
three-year state revenue projections, Illinois’ 
current state and local taxes and fees 
(compared to other Midwestern and similar 
states), various reforms desired by both 
political parties, cuts to the budget, the math 
necessary to obtain a balanced budget, pay 
down our unpaid bill backlog and address 
our pension liability, and more.  

Rep. Sente opened the afternoon by leading a 

Carol Sente Works to Break State Budget Impasse

State Senator Melinda Bush Announces Reelection Bid

Barney Frank Draws Standing-Room-Only Crowd in 
Support of Brad Schneider

State Senator Melinda Bush announced her campaign for reelection 
from the 31st District on April 2nd at the University Center at 
College of Lake County. Present for the announcement were many 
local officials including County Board member Terry Wilke, County 
Coroner Dr. Tom Rudd, two State Central Committeewomen (Lauren 
Beth Gash and Nancy Shepherdson), and five Democratic Township 
Chairs (Jim Neel/Warren, Hal Sloan/Grayslake, Peter Grant/Antioch, 
Lauren Beth Gash/Moraine, and Ed Irwin/Lake Villa).

Also in attendance was former Congressman Brad Schneider 
(pictured at far right with Sen. Bush), who is running for election to 
Congress in the 10th Congressional District.

Retired Congressman Barney Frank, a brilliant and entertaining 
speaker, came to the 10th District on March 29 to show his support for 
Brad Schneider. He was introduced to a standing-room-only crowd by 
Congresswoman Jan Schakowsky, another Brad supporter and a great 
friend of Tenth Dems.

discussion about a process where legislators 
and advocates could come together to put 
added pressure on the leaders to compromise 
on structural reforms and find a budget 
solution as soon as possible, but no later than 
May 31.  Other state legislators with districts 
within the 10th Congressional District who 
attended the meeting included Rep. Sam 
Yingling (D-62) and Senators Julie Morrison 
(D-29) and Melinda Bush (D-31). 

Rep. Sente said, “It was great to have 
such an open dialogue and see so many 
concerned individuals come together.  I have 
been holding budget discussions with the 
Governor and my peers for many months 
and plan to continue until we reach a budget 
solution.”
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10th District Unity Event Helps Kick off Schneider Campaign continued from front page

Democrats were standing up to debunked right-wing attacks from 
his Republican Party, Dold introduced a bill to defund Planned 
Parenthood for 90 days.

• Dold cosponsored a bill to restrict access to explosives, publicized 
his sponsorship, and then voted with Republicans to block the bill.

• Dold voted for every budget proposed by Paul Ryan, even though 
the Ryan budgets would turn Medicare into a voucher system. 
Now-Speaker Ryan has since referred to Dold as a “strong 
conservative.” 

• Dold voted with fellow Republicans to block the Paycheck 
Fairness Act.

• Dold voted for the “Let Women Die Act” that would have allowed 
hospitals to refuse care that conflicted with their corporate religious 
beliefs.

• To maintain the fiction that he is more independent than other 
Republicans, Dold consistently votes against the daily journal 

(which the party in power always votes for).  These votes are of 
no consequence, but they inflate Dold’s bipartisanship score. Of 
course, he brags about the score without coming clean about what 
it’s based on.

This debunking of the myth of “Dold the moderate” set the stage for 
Brad’s rousing call for Democrats to come together and work as hard as 
we can to send him back to the House – along with Tammy Duckworth 
in the Senate and our Democratic nominee to the White House.

Luis Rivas checks messages 
while waiting for the speeches 
to begin.

Amanda Howland, candidate for Congress in the 6th 
District (challenging incumbent Republican Peter 
Roskam)

Brad Schneider with Elliot Hartstein, former Mayor of Buffalo 
Grove; Amanda Howland (back to camera); and State Rep. Mark 
Walker (IL-66)

Howland with a Schneider campaign volunteer; Bonnie Berger-
Neel, Tenth Dems Co-Chair, in background

State Sen. Daniel Biss

Congresswoman Jan Schakowsky and Tony Garcia, 
Region 4, UAW
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10th District Unity Event Helps Kick off Schneider Campaign continued from page 4

State Rep. Mark Walker and Sheila Schultz, former 
Mayor of Wheeling

Cathy Davis Oetker and Hal Sloan, Chair, Avon Township 
Democrats, with Fran Levy just behind and between them

Tenth Dems Co-Chair Bonnie Berger-Neel

Steve Walanka with campaign volunteer

Ron Schwartz and Ellie Sylvan

Ellie Sylvan, West Deerfield Democrats Chair, and 
Carolyn Cerf

Tony Garcia (standing)
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10th District Unity Event Helps Kick off Schneider Campaign continued from page 5

Top left, the evening’s speakers wait to begin; immediately above, 
left, Hon. Lauren Beth Gash, the evening’s emcee, makes opening 
remarks; top right, 9th District Congresswoman Jan Schakowsky 
introduces Brad Schneider; above, right, Hon. Dean Maragos, New 
Trier Township Democratic Committeeman.

Above left, State Senator Julie Morrison (Il-29); above right, Tony 
Garcia; above far right, State Senator Daniel Biss (IL-9); far right, 
State Senator Melinda Bush (IL-31).
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10th District Unity Event Helps Kick off Schneider Campaign continued from page 6

Scott Linn with his son and State Sen. Julie Morrison (IL-29)

Brad Schneider and Norman Bleier
Jasmin Jones and Marc Jones, Waukegan Park District 
Commissioner

 Barb Cornew

Jim Neel, Wildwood Park 
District Commissioner

Congresswoman Jan Schakowsky
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Tenth Dems Leaders in Attendance at Reception for 
Tammy Duckworth
by Carol Hillsberg

Tammy Duckworth chose to run for Senate for many reasons, chief 
among them that since her crew members carried her off the battlefield 
in 2004, she was given a second chance in life. 

Tammy’s life has been remarkable, from her family’s dire economic 
situation when she was young, to her determination to pursue her 
education, at which time she joined ROTC, to her service in Iraq, 
during which the helicopter she piloted was shot down.  She sustained 
devastating injuries, losing both legs and injuring one arm.  She has 
overcome, serving as Director for the Illinois Department of Veterans 
Affairs from 2006 to 2009, and then as Assistant Secretary of Public 
and Intergovernmental Affairs for the US Department of Veterans 
Affairs until 2011 in Washington, DC.  Characteristically, Tammy 
was not deterred when she lost her first Congressional race in 2006, 
succeeding in 2012 and currently representing the 8th Congressional 
District.

Congresswoman Duckworth spoke at a reception in her support at 
the home of Patrice Bugelas-Brandt and Bill Brandt on Monday 
evening, March 28.  After being introduced by two of her current 
House colleagues, Congresswomen Robin Kelly and Jan Schakowsky, 
Representative Duckworth spoke about the heroic qualities of her crew 
that day when her helicopter was hit.  In addition, she emphasized her 
goals to build the economy from the middle out with targeted middle-
class tax cuts and incentives to bring jobs back from overseas.  These 

three in each category.  At Awards Night, all participants also received 
a book bag and water bottle.

The evening’s emcees, Dulce Ortiz and Hon. Marc Jones, invited the 
young authors to the podium to read their works.  Both were so warm 
and friendly that even some of the students who at first were reluctant 
to read to the audience were won over and decided to take part.  In a 
meeting room decorated with flowers, banners, and famous quotations 
about “justice,” these young people stood at a podium and read with 
poise and feeling.

Both volunteer emcees are lifelong residents of Waukegan with long 
and impressive records of service to their community. Both are mem-
bers of the Latino Coalition of Lake County, and Dulce Ortiz serves on 
the organization’s board.  Marc Jones, who serves as a Waukegan Park 
District Commissioner, has the distinction of being only the second 
African-American elected to the board in the Park District’s 99-year 
history.

The volunteers who judged the students’ work also have impressive 
backgrounds.  Lois Baer Barr, Associate Professor of Spanish at Lake 
Forest College, has published works in both Spanish and English.  Lois 
has been nominated for the Pushcart Prize for both fiction and poetry.  
Shanica Bell is a Christian minister and author; she edits a magazine 
and hosts an Internet radio show, and she is the CEO of a media market-
ing firm.  Herb Berman is a lawyer and labor arbitrator and co-founder 
of the Library Poets, a poetry workshop sponsored by the Deerfield 
Public Library. His poems have been published in many literary jour-
nals.  Mary Jane Gabrielsen is also a co-founder of the Library Poets 
and an editor for East on Central literary journal. Her poetry is pub-
lished in The Avocet, and she has most recently collaborated with five 

goals, along with her foreign policy, are in contrast to those of Senator 
Mark Kirk, her Republican opponent. 

Tammy also called out Kirk and his campaign for sponsoring a protest 
earlier that day at a Democratic unity breakfast she attended.  Several 
demonstrators proved not to know who Duckworth was, and they 
admitted that they were paid to be there.

Young Writers Do Justice to Poetry and Prose continued from front page

other writers on a progressive novella due out in May. Judy Kaufman, 
Editor-in-Chief of East on Central literary journal and a longtime judge 
of past Community Connection Poetry and Prose competitions, gave 
opening remarks. 

The judges were invited to read original works during the course of 
the evening, and those who were able to attend gladly complied, to the 
delight of the audience.

But the night belonged to the student authors.  One by one, they came 
to the podium and read their works.  The audience couldn’t help but 
be moved by their performances.  It was clear that these young people 
had talent and intelligence, and that the theme of “Justice” had inspired 
them to write great things.   
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Poetry and Prose Awards Night continued from page 8
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Poetry and Prose Awards Night continued from page 9
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Poetry and Prose Awards Night continued from page 10

6th Annual Community Connection Poetry and 
Prose Competition Award-Winners

Prose Awards:
First Place:   Angye Zamudio for “Justice”
Second Place:  Uziel Acosta for “Can’t Wait”
Third Place:  Luis Pacheco for “Why Me?”

Honorable Mention (in alphabetical order):
Kendrick Bautista for “Custody”
Anayell Herrera for “To Make America Great Again”
Joshua Washington for “Injustice exists everywhere”

Poetry Awards:
First Place:  Alanna Phillips for “America?”
Second Place:  Ezau Calderon for “Not Me”
Third Place:  Brisa Franco for “All You Saw Was Brown” 

Honorable Mention (in alphabetical order):
Joshua Avila for “Ballad of Injustice”
Nicolas Dominguez for “Price of Rice”
Emmanuel Donoe for “The Injustice of a Dollar” 

Each of the award-winning works will be published in an                   
upcoming special issue of Tenth News.
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A Personal Perspective:
When Will Republican State Governments End Their Assault on Their LGBT Citizens?

Democrats on Cook County Board Seek 
Ban on Business With States Enacting 

Anti-LGBT Legislation

By Steven Gan

Not sure how you’re holding up, but I’m exhausted by all these 
Republican state legislatures that are enacting so-called religious 
liberty laws—so called to hide the lawmakers’ animus toward LGBT 
Americans. Last month I wrote about how on March 16, the Georgia 
state legislature passed one such bill that, shortly thereafter, was vetoed 
by Georgia’s Republican Governor Nathan Deal. 

Governor Deal clearly realized that with the ensuing opposition by 
major companies such as Coca-Cola, Microsoft, Apple, Disney, Marvel, 
Home Depot, and Nike to name but a few—even the NFL chimed in, 
saying that “such a law in Georgia could affect Atlanta’s attempts” to 
host an upcoming Super Bowl—it didn’t make good economic sense 
to put this law on the books.  The law would have allowed businesses 
to discriminate against LGBT Americans, and it is a sign of how far 
our country has come that so many large corporate entities condemned 
Georgia’s effort to legalize discrimination.

In observing the political and economic backlash that Georgia and other 
states like Arkansas and Indiana have experienced by attempting to pass 
or actually passing one of these so-called religious liberty laws, you 
would think that other states would hesitate to do the same. However, 
in April, two more Republican-controlled states, North Carolina and 
Mississippi, forged ahead with their own iterations of these bigoted and 
discriminatory anti-LGBT laws. 

I can understand how Mississippi could pass an anti-gay law, as the 
state is infamous for its history of government-sanctioned racial 
bigotry. Of course, I’m not saying that everyone in Mississippi is an 
ignorant bigot. In fact, there’s a very thoughtful Democratic state 
senator in Mississippi, Jay Hughes, who could use a little help with his 
battle against Mississippi’s new “religious freedom” act, which allows 
religious groups and some private businesses to refuse service to gay or 
transgender people based on “a sincerely held religious belief or moral 
conviction.”

Hughes is leading an uphill battle to repeal the discriminatory law 
quickly signed by the governor once it hit his desk. Whereas major 
corporations, rock stars, and sports leagues have exerted pressure on 
states to repeal such laws, Mississippi seems immune to such pressure 
as it has little to lose.  Mississippi is one of the poorest states in the 
country, having little industry, according to Hughes, and so “there’s 
been a void of serious corporate objections from companies that do 
business here.”

That said, a few notable things have happened in Mississippi to show 
opposition to this new “religious liberty” law. Canadian rocker Bryan 
Adams and country singer Billy Ray Cyrus canceled planned shows. 
A group of 95 authors wrote a joint letter condemning the law. And, 
an exposition-style picnic celebrating Mississippi’s food and culture 
in New York City’s Central Park was canceled by the organizers in 
protest.

Despite all the hoopla over the new law, Hughes wants the world to 
know that there are progressive, forward-thinking Mississippians who 
want to move his state into the 21st century--even if the Republican-
controlled government only seems to be concerned with legislating on 
“God, gays, and guns,” instead of addressing the state’s many serious 
economic issues.

Then there’s North Carolina.  This state’s new law stipulates that people 
are only permitted to go into the bathroom that coincides with the sex 

they were assigned at birth. 

I’m not trying to be a wise guy here, but how would anyone know 
someone’s gender without engaging in an in-depth physical inspection? 
People who have transitioned do not walk through town with the letter 
T around their necks.  Most of us would not even have a clue that 
someone was transgendered unless they said so. And who carries 
around a birth certificate?

I was talking about the North Carolina bathroom bill with a female 
friend of mine who is married to a man, has nine children, and is a 
bodybuilder.  She has a low voice and wears her hair in a crewcut.  
When she’s wearing baggy jeans, a flannel shirt, and work boots, my 
friend looks and sounds quite masculine. I imagine that if she traveled 
to North Carolina and went into a women’s bathroom, the gender 
patrol could go in after her and demand that she either show her birth 
certificate or be subjected to an immediate gender inspection. 

As absurd as my imagined scenario is, it raises a very legitimate 
question:  just how is this bathroom law going to be enforced? Is it 
going to be self-regulated or is the state government of North Carolina 
going to have police trained in birth gender-identification?  Will they be 
authorized to perform strip searches when they think they see a suspect? 
Will North Carolinians be required to carry their birth certificates at 
all times? And what about those individuals who have undergone sex-
reassignment surgery but have yet to change their birth certificates? 
Perhaps they would be held in some kind of bathroom purgatory until 
all the documentation was completed. 

In response to legislation passed in North Carolina and Mississippi 
that has widely been described as “anti-LGBT,” Cook County 
Commissioner Luis Arroyo, Jr. and Cook County Board President 
Toni Preckwinkle proposed measures to halt business with 
those states. The measures would ban county business with the 
governments of North Carolina and Mississippi, as well as with 
businesses in those states.

“It is with great sadness that I see these ill-advised and ill-spirited 
laws being adopted around our country,” Arroyo said. “They not 
only violate our Constitution, but they completely undermine the 
great efforts of unification, inclusion and understanding that the 
majority of our fellow Americans strive for.”

continued on next page 
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A Personal Perspective:
When Will Republican State Governments End Their Assault on Their LGBT Citizens?

What a President is—and isn’t

continued from page 12

When the Republican majority of the North 
Carolina state legislature and their Republican 
governor, Pat McCrory, enacted this ludicrous 
bathroom bill, insisting that it was to protect 
the privacy of people, especially women and 
children, from would-be predators, they displayed 
their profound ignorance and bigotry toward 
transgendered Americans. They never stopped to 
learn about people born with gender dysphoria—
people for whom the gender they were born with 
does not conform with their actual feelings and 
identity. The discomfort with their male or female 

body can be so intense that it can interfere with the 
way they function in school, at work, during social 
activities, and in all other aspects of normal life. 

I do believe that one day many of those who are 
so afraid of LGBT Americans that they perceive 
the need for discriminatory legislation will see 
the light. It will happen when they come face-to-
face with LGBT family members, coworkers, and 
friends. In the meantime, it’ll take ongoing protests 
and threats of economic sanctions to counter their 
bigotry. 

By Eleonora di Liscia

In 1992, Wendy Kaminer wrote I’m Dysfunctional, You’re Dysfunctional, 
a book about the self-help movement.  In it, she opined that the country 
viewed national policy through the prism of self-help culture.  The Gulf 
War made us feel good.  Vietnam was kind of a bummer.

I believe that Donald Trump’s candidacy is an extension of this 
phenomenon.  When I hear him on the news, I imagine his followers 
shouting: “Yeah! You tell them! Right on!”  They like Trump because 
he “tells it like it is.”  He expresses their own feelings for them.

Unfortunately, some of us on the left are not immune to this phenomenon.  
To those who complain that President Obama hasn’t taken the bully 
pulpit often enough, I reply, “Would you rather he got something done 
or that he just bloviate about it?”

You see, a President’s job isn’t to vent for you.  You want validation? 
Listen to your favorite talk show host. Perhaps that is Rush Limbaugh’s 
sole redeeming value.  He’s a mirror in which the ignorant can admire 
their own reflections. 

If only it stopped there.  But now we have Trump.

When it comes to choosing a President, it’s not all about you and how 
you feel. It’s about what’s good for all us citizens of the world, which 
is a lesson Trump supporters do not want to understand.

So what does or doesn’t make a President?

A President is a leader.  That sounds totally, unbelievably obvious, but 
somehow Republicans generally miss this simple point. We do not 
mean a leader in the sense that he or she has the top job.  We mean 
someone who leads by making thoughtful and important decisions and 

serving as a role model—someone who thinks about consequences 
before speaking and, mindful of those consequences, chooses words 
carefully. 

In short, we mean someone who acts like a grown-up. 

Does that sound like Trump?  Or Senator Ted Cruz?

A President has to represent EVERYONE in the country, not just the 
people who elected him or her. So while you may be disappointed 
about not getting what you want, the President has an obligation to 
arrive at the best compromise to make the most people happy over 
the long term. He or she does not pander solely to the most extreme 
elements of the base.  

A President tries to deescalate volatile situations, not throw gasoline on 
the fire.  Last November, Russian war planes entered Syria. Ever ready 
to send our kids to die, Republicans clamored to shoot the planes down. 
Fortunately, that so-called elitist, policy wonk Barack Obama is still in 
charge. The President refused to directly confront the Russians and the 
situation stabilized. In March, the planes were leaving Syria, sparking 
hopes for peace talks.

A President does not encourage people to gratify his own feelings by 
sucker-punching people he doesn’t like.  He or she does not rave about 
Muslims and Mexicans or any other ethnic or religious group.  She or he 
thinks about the consequences of raving and seeks a nuanced solution 
to problems like ISIS.  While the bull in the china shop approach may 
feel good at first, we wouldn’t be dealing with ISIS now if “W” hadn’t 
felt the need to vent his own feelings by bombing Saddam Hussein on 
the way to rooting Al-Qaeda out of Afghanistan.

A President has to put up with people who ask tough questions.  He or 
she does not whine about that “unfair” female reporter on Fox News 
with the “blood coming out of her whatever.” A President faces the 
tough questions. Witness Bill O’Reilly’s 2014 Super Bowl interview 
with President Obama. The President remained gracious despite 
O’Reilly’s congenital inability to let him finish a sentence.

A President deals with slights to his or her ego—no matter how 
numerous and nasty.  A President neither sweats the small stuff nor 
indulges in personal vendettas.  

Trump is easily slighted, and his puerile attacks against everyone who 
pricks his Hindenburg-sized ego are legion. Is that what we want in 
a President? Someone who worries more about payback than solving 
the country’s problems?  By contrast, Barack Obama has held the high 

continued on next page
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What a President is—and isn’t

TDU Hosting Renowned Political Commentator David Yepsen

ground despite the incredible amount of abuse heaped on him by the 
Right, never losing his cool, never belittling or stooping to petty attacks.  

A President does not boast to the nation about his member.  

A President wants the job, not just the position.  As President, you get 
a tsunami of attention and status.  But being President is not just about 
having a world forum to stoke your vanity.  It’s an overwhelmingly 
hard job involving loads of information to absorb, loads of crises to 
resolve, and loads less power than you thought you’d have to deal 
with it all. Does Trump really want to sit down and pore over policy 
briefings? Somehow, I doubt it.  By contrast, one could imagine Barack 
Obama doing the work even if nobody knew who he was.

Tenth Dems University (TDU) is sponsoring a free public meeting on 
Wednesday, May 18, from 7:00 PM to 8:45 PM, at the Northbrook 
Library (1201 Cedar Lane, Northbrook, Pollak Room A) with David 
Yepsen, a political analyst and a former chief political reporter with 
The Des Moines Register.  He is currently director of the Paul Simon 
Public Policy Institute at Southern Illinois University and will be 
providing his observations of the current political climate followed by 
questions from the floor.

David has been seen on cable news programs throughout this 
presidential election season.  Last December, he was the Keynote 
Speaker at our 2015 Annual Awards Dinner, where he discussed the 

A President is not a dictator.  Again, you would think this was totally, 
unbelievably obvious.  Unfortunately, even some on the Left have 
trouble with this one.  

In brief, our Founding Fathers were worried about concentrated power, 
so they devised a system of checks and balances.  The President enforces 
the law and sets policy, but Congress passes laws and has the power of 
the purse.  The Supreme Court ensures that the other two branches 
abide by the Constitution—or will if a Democratic President appoints 
Justice Scalia’s successor.  Perhaps not if the country embarrasses itself 
by electing Trump or Cruz.  

In sum, a President keeps us moving down the right track. A President 
does not send us hurtling into the abyss.  If it’s a President Trump or 
Cruz, you might want to brush up on Dante’s Inferno so you’re prepared 
for the ride.

continued from page 13

to provide insights into what has happened and to break down what 
likely will take place through Election Day. 

Like all TDU courses, this event is free.  For more information or to 
RSVP, visit tenthdems.org/Yepsen, email events@tenthdems.org, or 
call (847) 266-VOTE (8683).

then-upcoming Iowa caucuses. At the 
time, David astutely predicted that 
Ted Cruz and Hillary Clinton would 
win the Republican and Democratic 
contests in Iowa. 

If you’re interested in this year’s 
exciting presidential race, you can’t 
find anyone better than David Yepsen 

If you’re worried about a President Trump or a 
President Cruz, you should know that Mark Kirk 
isn’t.  

O ff the Mark

He has pledged to 
support his party’s 
nominee, no  
matter what.


